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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Thurs 2 April SRC Crazy Hair & Socks Day
Tues 7 April KPS Cross Country Carnival
Wed 8 April Last day for ICAS entries

Parent Info Session: ICT – Using the
Web at Home, 5:30pm - Library

Fri 10 April Last day of Term 1
Whole school assembly, 2:05pm

Tues 28 April First day of Term 2

On behalf of all Kaleen Primary staff, I would
like to wish all families a happy, relaxing and
fun-filled school holiday break. For those
travelling over Easter and the holiday period
we wish you a safe and enjoyable time with
family and friends. We look forward to seeing
you on Tuesday 28 April for another great term
of learning. Please read on to learn about what
has been happening in and around our school
during the last fortnight.

KINDY – YEAR 2 SWIMMING LESSONS

We have just finished a huge two week block of
swimming at the Australian Institute of Sport
involving approximately 150 students. It was
great to see so many students enjoying the
lessons and making such great progress.

A sincere thank you to our wonderful teachers
for their organisation and to you, our parents,
for keeping on top of washing swimming gear
and supporting the process.

WHOLE SCHOOL ASSEMBLY (10 APRIL)

A reminder for parents and carers that our
Anzac Day ceremony will be held on Friday
morning at 9–9:45am hosted by our Year 6
students. The whole school assembly for
Golden Letter and our new Kaleen Spirit
Awards will be held on Friday afternoon from
2:05pm. Parents are most welcome.

CROSS COUNTRY

Kaleen Primary School Cross Country will be
held on Tuesday 7 April from approximately
11:30am-1:00pm. Parents are very welcome to
join us on the day.

Our Cross Country involves eligible students
from Year 2 (turning 8 in 2015) and all others
up to Year 6. The 13, 12 and 11 year old
students will run first followed by 10 year olds,
etc. We encourage all students to participate
and every student who completes the course
(running or walking) earns points. Students are
encouraged to wear house colours and join in
the fun! Murrumbidgee won the swimming so
let’s make sure Cotter, Snowy or Hawkesbury
win the cross country. Staff will be positioned
to monitor all students throughout the course
which runs around the periphery of the school
oval and playgrounds.

Parents should notify their child’s teacher if
their child is unable to participate for any
reason. Students who require medication
before running should advise their teacher and
administer prior to running as needed. Please
make sure your child/ren has the correct attire
i.e. comfortable clothing, running shoes and a
drink bottle.

IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION: TERM 2

On Monday 27 April 2015 there will be a day in
lieu of Anzac Day for all ACT public servants,
including teachers and other staff working in
ACT public schools. This is due to Anzac Day
falling on Saturday this year. Term 2 for all ACT
public schools will begin on Tuesday 28 April
2015. It is advised that families make necessary
alternative arrangements for Monday 27 April
2015 as soon as possible, as all public schools
will be closed. Some outside school hours care
providers will be open on the day.



2015 SCHOOL BOARD ELECTIONS

Kaleen Primary School has enjoyed excellent
representation of parents and citizens on its
School Board. I am delighted to announce that
Anne-Maree Wigney and Elissa Steele will be
joined by Andrew Howie as our three parent
representatives. A process to elect the board
chairperson will be undertaken at our first
meeting in Term 2. Aimee Griggs and Allison
Wardle will be continuing as our staff
representatives. Our School Board plays a very
important role in the running of Kaleen
Primary School and I look forward to working
with the new School Board throughout 2015.
Please join me in congratulating our new and
returning School Board members.

BIKE SAFETY AND SECURITY

Unfortunately Kaleen and surrounding suburbs
are experiencing a spate of bike and scooter
thefts. Several much loved bikes and scooters
have been taken from our school bike racks
after hours. This occurrence has been reported
at other schools and business in the area.
Please remember to lock and secure bikes and
scooters at all times.

LOST PROPERTY

Our Lost Property bin is located in the hall and
is overflowing with items many of them
unmarked. Please label all your child’s clothing
and school items such as lunchboxes, drink
bottles and bags. This makes it much easier to
return lost property items to their rightful
owner.

BEFORE SCHOOL SUPERVISION

Before school supervision commences at
8:45am on the basketball court area when a
school staff member commences playground
duty. We encourage students to have a calm
and quiet start to the morning and therefore do
not permit playing on the equipment, running
or ball games before school. If students arrive
before school commences and are not with a
parent/carer they should wait in the basketball
court area to ensure they are supervised.

PUNCTUALITY TO SCHOOL

I would like to remind parents to have your
children to school on time and ready to start
the day. Students need to be at school at
9:00am each day with the exception of
Preschool students (8:45am). Children arriving
late to school miss valuable housekeeping
procedures (for example, roll marking,
collection of notes, etc) and disrupt classroom
processes. I understand that on occasions this
is not possible but every effort should be made
to have children at school on time.

SIGN IN/OUT BOOK

Parents who are bringing their children to
school late or taking them out of school for any
reason during school hours are requested to
sign the attendance book which is located on
the counter at the Front Office. This needs to be
signed both when leaving and returning to
school.

SCHOOL UNIFORM

As the colder weather approaches I would like
to remind all parents about ensuring your
child/ren are wearing the correct school
uniform and colour code. We understand that
on occasions this may not be possible. Our
uniform is an important part of our school
identity and a significant investment is made by
parents each year to maintain our standards.
We have a range of options available to you
including accessing donated clothing and
payment plans. If issues arise please contact
any member of our executive and we will work
with you to find solutions.

ANNUAL OPERATIONAL PLAN

Kaleen Primary staff have been reviewing our
current Annual Operational Plan. The school
has identified key curriculum priorities for
2015 that will focus on Literacy – reading
(including comprehension), writing and
speaking and creating extension and
enrichment opportunities for students in
Maths, Science and Technology. More
information will be provided early in Term 2.

Laurie Campbell – Principal



FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL …

ICAS DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES (FORMERLY
COMPUTER SKILLS)

The established name “ICAS Computer Skills”
no longer reflects how students interact with
technology or what they are expected to do
with these tools. Students are increasingly
using mobile phones, tablets, interactive
whiteboards, game consoles, free Wi-Fi
hotspots, making apps, developing programs,
making movies, uploading their own
intellectual property to the internet and
adopting many other applications and
technological developments as each new tool
or process is developed.

Consequently it was decided to rename the
assessment as “ICAS Digital Technologies”. This
will allow broader areas of computational
thinking, creation of information systems, use
and management of mobile and interactive
technologies, impact of social media and other
aspects of students’ digital engagement to be
included in the 2015 paper.

All entries for ICAS are due Wednesday 8 April.

RECORDER GROUPS

The Year 3 and Year 4 Recorder Groups have
begun their musical training and an
improvement has been noted already. In the
past two weeks, students have been introduced
to some basic theory and the fingering for A, B,
C and D and where they belong on the staff
lines. Some children have already powered
ahead and have learnt newer notes by
themselves…..now that’s showing enthusiasm
and taking initiative!

It is important that group members practice
10-15 minutes, at least five days each week.
This is really important to ensure that progress
occurs quickly so that newer material may be
added to their repertoire of tunes and songs.
Both groups are super keen to perform for an
assembly so encourage regular practice and it
may happen next term. For parents of students
in these recorder groups…. it will get better!

Robert Maccioni – Deputy Principal

READING STRATEGIES USED IN 4H

4H have been really busy analysing reading
strategies. We have studied different reading
strategies that successful readers use to
comprehend any type of text. We made a list of
all the different reading strategies that we have
worked on this term. They include: Chunking,
Sounding Out, Reading On, Creating Images,
Determining Importance, Summarising and
Paraphrasing and Consulting a Reference. Just
ask us about the best reading strategy to use!
Some of our favourites include:

Sounding Out because when I am reading I don’t
have to let other people tell me what the word is
so I can show people my actual skills.

Dallin
Creating pictures in your head because its good
with books with no pictures it can make the book
even more awesome.

Caleb
Creating Images: This strategy makes chapter
books and other books fun because it’s like
creating a mini movie.

Ryan
Reading On if you don’t know the word you can
skip the word and come back to it.

Lachlan O
Reading On because if a word is difficult just skip
that word and later come back to it.

Kyle
Chunking you can find little words and it can
make more sense.

Nieve
I love to chunk words because it’s a fast way of
finding out words.

Caitlin
Determining Importance because it can make it
easier to research for assignments.

Jordan

Bec Hadfield – Year 4 Teacher



PARENT EDUCATION SESSIONS

As Term 1 draws to a close, this is a reminder
that our last parent information session, “ICT –
using the web at home” will be presented on
Wednesday 8 April at 5:30pm by Ryan Lindsay.
Please use the school’s front entrance.

This term Kaleen Staff facilitated the following
sessions:

 Year Five Band (Holly Trindall)
 Kindergarten Reading Strategies

(Michelle Northey)
 NAPLAN (Danielle O’Connor, Jen Swift

and Robert Maccioni)
 Reading Strategies (Sharee Harrild and

Ellen Caulfield)
 High School transitions (Kelly Turner and

Luke Vearing)

Sessions will routinely be held on a Wednesday
at 5:30pm at the school to allow for maximum
participation. Look out for future parent
education sessions in the newsletter.

Lynne Sheville - Executive Teacher

SOFTBALL ACT TALENT IDENTIFICATION PROGRAM

Where: Hawker International Softball Centre
When: Every Wednesday & Sunday from the 3rd May – 3rd

June 2015
Time: Wednesday 6pm – 7.30pm, Sunday 3pm – 4.30pm

Cost: $99 (ex GST)
Inclusions: 10 sessions covering batting, fielding, offensive

and defensive plays, games, and awesome coaching
Optionals: Canberra Cap $10, T-shirt $35, one-on-one

training

PARENT EFFECTIVENESS TRAINING (P.E.T)
Supported by Parentline ACT

Communication skills for peaceful parenting and
resilient children (without the use of punishment or

reward). The course consists of three-hour
sessions, once per week, for eight weeks.

Booking is essential.
$290 pp for the course (investment includes a

workbook and textbook).
Course begins: Thursday, 7 May, 2015

Time: 6:30-9:45pm Place: Weston, ACT.

0413 451 607 www.parentskills.com.au
info@parentskills.com.au

WHAT I LIKE ABOUT KALEEN PRIMARY?

Our School Captains have been out and about
interviewing students about what they like
about our school and this is some of what they
said …

I really like my teachers and playing with my
friends.

Jasper (Kindergarten)
I enjoy all of the playgrounds and places around
the school.

Eva (Year 1)
I like the lego and equipment we get to play with
– it’s fun.

Suhas (Year 2)
The thing I like the best is my teacher.

Katrina (Year 3)
We like all the sporting opportunities like cross
country.

Archie (Year 4) and Declan (Year 6)
We like Kaleen because of the teachers and our
friends.

Brianna and Jasmine (Year 5)



BELCONNEN ZONE SWIMMING CARNIVAL

Congratulations to all members of the Kaleen
Primary swimming team that competed at the
Belconnen Zone Swimming Carnival held at the
AIS pool on Friday 27 March including: Sophie
(5B), Anna (2C), Kyle (4H), Tessa (3O), Amy
(5L), Olenka (5S), Luke (6V), Daniel (6T), Sam
(4L), Melissa (3O), Piper (2S), Thara (5L),
Khiana (6V), Jacinta (5B), Laura (5B), Andy
(5L), Eli (6T) and Finella (4L). All swimmers
tried their best and many personal best times
were recorded. What brilliant ambassadors our
students were for Kaleen Primary. With
positive sporting attitudes our swimmers gave
their best in each event they competed in.
Support and encouragement for team mates
was exceptional. Cooperation with teachers,
officials and parents was exemplary and
performances in the pool were outstanding.
Thanks to Kate Rowntree for the supplying the
KPS swimming caps. They looked great! A big
thank you to the many parents that supported
our swimmers on the day. Our swimmers
certainly appreciated your support and
encouragement.

Several swimmers were rewarded with
selection in the Belconnen team to contest the
ACT Swimming Carnival at the AIS pool on 7
May.

Anna 1st Girls 8yrs 50m Freestyle

Andy 2nd Boys 10yrs 50m Breaststroke

Sam 2nd Boys 10 & U 50m Butterfly
2nd Boys 10 & U 50m Backstroke
2nd Boys 10yrs 50m Freestyle

Kyle 1st Boys 10 & U 50m Butterfly
1st Boys 10 & U 50m Backstroke
1st Boys 10 & U 50m Breaststroke
1st Boys 10yrs 50m Freestyle
1st Boys 10yrs 200m Indiv Medley
2nd Boys Open 100m Breaststroke
2nd Boys Open 100m Freestyle

Eli 1st Girls Open 200m Indiv Medley
2nd Girls Open 100m Breaststroke
2nd Girls Open 100m Freestyle
2nd Girls 12yrs 50m Butterfly
3rd Girls 12yrs 50m Backstroke

3rd Girls 12yrs 50m Breaststroke
3rd Girls 12yrs 50m Freestyle

We hope you swim well, achieve your goals and
enjoy your day.

Craig White – Sports Coordinator

WHAT’S ON @ THE RESOURCE
CENTRE

Additional Borrowing Times

Monday and Wednesday between 3-3:30pm
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday lunchtimes

from 1:10-1:35pm

Internet Cafe

Wednesday mornings – 8:45-9:30am

** Volunteers Required **

Tuesday mornings between 9-11am
for resource preparation – book covering,

stamping and hinge taping.
All help greatly appreciated.

[If you cannot make Tuesdays but would like to
help, please call in to discuss your availability.]

For further information, contact Julia or Krissy
in the Resource Centre



MATT GITEAU CUP CHAMPIONS

The KPS Year 3/4 Boys Rugby Union Team

On Wednesday 25 March the Year 3/4 boys
Rugby Union team travelled to the Brumbies
HQ at the University of Canberra to compete in
the Matt Giteau Cup. The team consisted of
James, Ezekiel, Levi, Matt, Sam, Dean, Taua,
Tipa, Sam, Callum and Kyle.

The boys played three initial round games
against Mother Theresa (Team 2), St Gregory’s
and Burgmann in which they won the first
match, drew the second and won the third
convincingly. Due to some great teamwork we
finished in first place at the top of our pool and
played Red Hill Primary in the semi-final which
we won to advance into the grand final. The
boys put in another great team effort against
Mother Theresa (Team 1) in the grand final and
won.

Throughout the day the team played with
outstanding sportsmanship, determination,
effort and skill. It was an exceptional effort to
have won the competition considering the
game of Rugby Union was a relatively new
concept to some of the boys. The team was
awarded with the Matt Giteau Cup which will
remain at Kaleen Primary. The boys will now
play a curtain raiser match prior to the
Brumbies vs Bulls game at GIO Stadium on
Friday 29 May. I will be providing more
information in the near future. The boys should
be extremely proud of their achievement.
Fantastic effort boys!

Luke Vearing – KPS Rugby Union Coach

MORE PI ANYONE?

Pi day celebrations at Dickson College

More Kaleen Primary Pi representatives

Kaleen Primary had so many entrants to the Pi
competition that we thought we’d share some
more photos. Our school had an exceptional
representation due to the fact that ex-Kaleen
Primary teacher, the wonderful Mrs Caroline
Evers (who now works at Dickson College), is
such a passionate Pi fan. Mrs Evers organised
this event in her spare time. As you can see
from the photos, it was a fabulous day enjoyed
by all.

Lynne Sheville – Executive Teacher

On Saturday 10 March, I
went to a Pi competition in
Dickson College. I came
second in my age group.
Mrs Evers was organising
the competition. I got a
Fibonacci T Shirt for
coming second.

Ananya 6T



NIHONGO NYUUSU (JAPANESE NEWS)

Most students have made really good progress
this term in their weekly Japanese lessons. I
think most students are ready to impress our
new teaching assistant Mako-sensei with their
jikoshookai (self introductions) next term. I will
make sure I include a photo of Mako-sensei
along with her host family children in the first
newsletter next term. Doomo arigatoo
gozaimashita (thank you VERY much) to the
Locus family (William 2S and Kenji preschool),
the Zhang family (Carol 5B and Max preschool),
the Wood family (Eireann 3L) and the
Talapaneni family (Sriya 6T and Akky and
Nikky 3O) for offering to host Mako-sensei for
us this year. Your generosity and kindness are
very much appreciated.

Please enjoy reading the jikoshookai of
Kitasaka- sensei, our new senior school teacher
of Japanese:

My name is Mari Kitasaka. I teach Japanese to
Year 4, 5, 6 and 3L on Thursdays and Fridays. I
was a full-time Japanese lecturer at the
University of Canberra for five years before I left
for Tokyo accompanying my husband posted to
the Australian embassy there. I have three bi-
lingual children and over the Christmas/New
Year period I take them to Kyoto, an ancient
capital of Japan, for total immersion (and a lot of
good food and fun!). I am really excited about
coming back to teaching. I have found Kaleen
Primary students very friendly and enthusiastic
about learning Japanese. I look forward to a
productive and enjoyable time with them in the
classrooms.

Cheeky KGN tanukis

Celebrating Hina Matsuri by creating emperor and
empress dolls

We have been busy in the junior school during
Japanese classes creating such cheeky KGN
tanukis, scary preschool oni masks and very
cute preschool emperor and empress dolls
made in celebration of Hina Matsuri (Japanese
Doll’s Festival).

Scary oni masks in Preschool

Finally, please share the Japanese portfolio
item with your child and ask them what they
have learnt in Japanese lessons this term. I’m
sure they will surprise you!

Ros Brydie - Teacher of Japanese

For information about
Autism and initiatives

aimed at improving
mental health and

wellbeing in primary
schools, please visit the
Kids Matter website -

www.kidsmatter.edu.au



HEALTH WARNING: DO NOT PICK OR EAT
ANY WILD MUSHROOMS!

ACT Chief Health Officer
is reminding the
community not to touch,
pick or eat any wild
mushrooms found
growing in and around
the ACT. The Death Cap
mushroom can easily be

confused with edible wild mushrooms. In
Canberra, Death Cap mushrooms grow mainly
near established oak trees in mild, moist
weather typically observed in late summer and
autumn. All parts of the mushroom are
poisonous and consuming even a small amount
of the mushroom can be fatal. Cooking the
mushroom does not make it safe to eat. Anyone
who suspects that they may have eaten Death
Cap mushrooms should seek urgent medical
attention at a hospital emergency department.

It is advised that people remain vigilant and
remind friends and family who are visiting or
new to Canberra not to touch, pick or eat any
wild mushrooms. For safety, all mushrooms
should be purchased from a reputable supplier.

If you see wild mushrooms in public areas, call
Canberra Connect on 13 22 81. A fact sheet
providing information about the Death Cap
mushroom is available online at
www.health.act.gov.au/datapublications/fact-
sheets/environmental-
health#Death%20Cap%20Mushrooms.

Authorised by Paul Kelly Chief Health Officer,
Population Health, Health Directorate

2015 2-DAY SPORTS EXPO

Participants learn and play a variety of sports over 2
days with Hockey, Touch Gootball, Netball, Cricket,

Soccer and Volleyball.
WHEN: 9am-2pm, 15 & 16 April 2015

AGES: 6-16 years old
COST: $100 for 2 days

WHERE: National Hockey Centre, Lyneham

To register, visit
www.hockeyact.org.au/development/clinics.

Registrations close 6 April.

STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE COUNCIL

The following students have been elected to
represent their classes during Semester 1 on
the Student Representative Council (SRC).
Congratulations to:

1Q Bayden Hannah
1S Ethan Charlie
1W Abbigale Mimi
2C Anna Brynten
2H Christina Makensey
2S Tash Lucas

3C Sam Chloe
3L Kehan Rebecca
3O Charli Lalor Juanita
4H Charlotte Kyle
4L Yasidu Alicia
4W Oscar Laela

5B Jamie Athena
5L Roman Mahnoor
5S Jack Olenka
6T Josh Asher
6V Sriya Vineth

Our SRC members elected to run a Crazy Hair
and/or Crazy Sock Day on Thursday 2 April to
raise money for UNICEF to support families
who have lost their homes and possessions in
the recent cyclone that hit Vanuatu. It was a
great success. Thanks for joining in the fun
whilst raising money for a worthy cause.

Lynne Sheville – Executive Teacher

FREE SPORTS EXPO
Come and join us on Saturday 18 April, at the
Sports Hub, University Drive North, Bruce from

10am to 3pm. Entry is FREE.
Come, try and learn more about all the different
types of sports that are available throughout the

Canberra Region.
This will be a fun day with sports displays and
activities, jumping castle and Sausage sizzles.

For further information please contact ACTSPORT
on 6253 0500.



For more information about Autism and initiatives
aimed at improving mental health and wellbeing in

primary schools, please visit the Kids Matter website -
www.kidsmatter.edu.au


