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Important Dates 

13 Feb  Meet & Greet BBQ 

13 Feb  P&C Meeting 

15 Feb  Swimming Carnival 

16 Feb  Senior Assembly 

19 Feb  School Board  

  Nominations Due  

21 -23 Feb  Year 5 Camp 

23 Feb  Junior Assembly 

27 Feb  P&C AGM 

 

 

 

Notes Home 

Swimming Carnival Note 

Swimming Carnival Entry Form 

 

 

Download the Skoolbag app on 

your smartphone to stay up to 

date with school events, notices, 

and important info. Search for 

‘Kaleen Primary’ on the App Store 

or Google Play.  

Ph: (02) 6142 1750  

www.kaleenps.act.edu.au  

KaleenPSAdmin@ed.act.edu.au 

KaleenPS.Absences@ed.act.edu.au 

P&C President 

Alice Brown 

0414 235 865 

Board Representatives 

Heather Rea 

Bruce Whitby 

Sophie Peterson  

0402 313 170 

 

 

Dear Kaleen Community,  

I would like to welcome back our returning families and extend a very  

special welcome to those who are new to Kaleen Primary School.  We 

hope you have had an enjoyable and restful break with family and friends 

and are ready for an action packed 2018.  

Last year, Kaleen Primary School undertook the School Review process. 
Laurie Campbell, the School Board, P&C, staff and the school community 
engaged with the External Review Panel to assess our school’s progress 
and achievements. The school was evaluated against the nine domains of 
effective school practice outlined in the National School Improvement Tool 
and was rated high in all areas (click here to read the Review Report). Late 
last year, our School Board, executive team, Director of School  
Improvement and an Australian Council of Educational Research (ACER) 
reviewer worked together to create a draft a plan to set our new strategic 
direction for the next five years. The preliminary plan was constructed  
using the recommendations and commendations outlined in the Review 
Report, school data trends and staff and community feedback. At the  
beginning of this year, our teachers were presented with the draft plan and 
we are currently using their feedback to make some minor adjustments. In 
the next few weeks we will hold a Strategic Plan forum to present the draft 
plan to the community and facilitate additional input opportunities. 

 

As most of you are aware, Laurie Campbell was successful in winning a 

position in the New South Wales Department of Education. Laurie  

announced his appointment with mixed emotions, as this also meant that 

he was not returning to Kaleen Primary School. Laurie has achieved some 

amazing things these past few years, and on behalf of the Kaleen Primary 

School community, we wish him all the best in his new role. I will continue 

on in the Principal role this Term, and the Directorate will hold a process to 

appoint a new substantive Principal (who will commence in Term 2). 

 

http://www.kaleenps.act.edu.au/our_community/skoolbag_app
http://www.kaleenps.act.edu.au/
mailto:KaleenPSAdmin@ed.act.edu.au
mailto:KaleenPS.Absences@ed.act.edu.au
http://www.cms1.ed.act.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/406646/Kaleen_Primary_School_External_Review_Report_2017.pdf
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Over the past couple of weeks our talented and dedicated teaching team have been busily planning for another fantastic 

year of learning. At Kaleen Primary School, we are all learners, so teachers kicked off the year by participating in  

a range of professional learning, strengthening our learning and teaching practices. Staff looked at researched based 

strategies with the aim of enhancing the teaching of numeracy and writing. Teachers also furthered their knowledge of 

Google Apps for Education (GAfE) and the new School Administration System (SAS) that will help streamline our  

learning and administrative school practices. Staff also engaged in ‘Lift Off’ Social Emotional Learning (SEL) and  

Positive Behaviours for Learning (PBL) training to help build upon our existing positive school culture. These programs 

aim to improve our students’ mindset and wellbeing, while building their resilience, respect, and personal responsibility. 

Our school will continue to cultivate growth mindsets to improve students’ learning. In this way we will encourage  

students to have a go and make mistakes (as a way of learning), while teachers will reward effort, not just successful 

outcomes. 

This year Kaleen Primary School Parents and Citizens and staff will be running our annual Fete on Saturday 7 April. The 

first P&C Meeting of the year is to be held on Tuesday 13 Feb, 7pm and the school will put on a ‘Meet and Mingle’ BBQ 

4:30-6:30pm prior to the meeting. This will be followed on Tuesday 27 Feb, 7pm by the P&C AGM. Please come along 

and join us for more information on how to get involved in the P&C and Fete. All monies raised by the fete are invested 

back into our school. 

We have a number of new and returning staff to this year and we know that the Kaleen community will join us in  

welcoming them to our fabulous school.  Check out these happy faces! We have also included a staff list with the 2018 

teaching teams. 

  
  

Kat Jeffress (Pre) Matt Stretton (Yr1) Fiona Chapman (Yr2) Samuel Bryant (Yr2) 

    
Michelle Fisher (LSA) Fiona Smith (Yr3) Karina Adams (Yr3) Lucy Chambers (Yr3) 

  

 

 

Allan Wylie (Yr 6) Holly Trindall (Yr5) Angus Roberts (LSA) Tim Allen (LSA) 

  
  
  
  
  

  

  

 Nicole Butterworth (Admin) Robyn Mackenzie(LSA) Kathy Vicol (Pre Weds) Mary-Caitlin Cox (LSA/ Admin)  
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You might have noticed our new Positive Behaviours for 

Learning (PBL) signs around the school, along side our 

newly established, whole school, positive recognition  

system. Please (click here) if you missed our short PBL 

video that outlines our PBL approach and plans. The 

school is certainly buzzing with excitement and  

enthusiasm as the children have been receiving tokens 

for positive behaviours this week and they are all striving 

to achieve our whole school target of 2500 tokens.  If you 

happen to find any coloured tokens at home, please  

return them to school.  

 

I am sure many of you have heard the news about Jacob 

Burridge.  Jacob is a parent and a former teacher at  

Kaleen Primary School, who suffered a severe brain 

haemorrhage whilst holidaying in Japan with his family. 

The school community will be working with our  

partnership schools to hold a fundraising event to raise 

much needed funds to support the family during this time. 

We know that the Burridge family are extremely thankful 

for all of the support they have received during this 

stressful time. Recently we received some great news 

that Jacob is doing extremely well. We wish him all the 

best throughout his recovery. 

I have been in contact with our P&C President and the 

Principals of University of Canberra Kaleen High School, 

and Giralang Primary School and we are planning a joint 

fundraising event. The current plan is to hold uniform 

free, simultaneous walkathons at each of our schools on 

Friday 16 February 9:15am to 10:15am. We understand 

that many of our school community members have al-

ready donated to this cause through various channels, so 

we are only asking for a gold coin donation. If you would 

like to contribute more, larger donations will be received 

through our school front office  

Bye for now, 

Chris 

Principal 

Signing In/Out 

Parents and carers who are bringing their children to 

school after 9:15 or collecting them from school during 

school hours, must sign the Student sign/out folder which 

is located on the counter at the front office.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Executive Team 

Principal: Chris Shaddock 
Deputy Principal: Robert Maccioni 

Executive Teacher (Preschool, Support and Specialists): 
Michelle Northey (currently acting Deputy Principal) 

Executive Teacher (Kindergarten-Year 2): Sarah Milligan 
Executive Teacher (Year 3-6): Jo Keens 

Business Manager: Di Wallace 

Student Enrichment & Support Team 

Alison Marks 
Melissa Chiles 

Preschool 

Maggie Quigley 
Kat Jeffress 

Kindergarten 

Sarah Patterson 
Jess Bulluss 
Kate Wylie 

Year 1 

Matt Stretton 
Allison Wardle 
Alison Peebles 

Year 2 

Lexie O’Gorman 
Sarah Crawford 
Samuel Bryant 
Fiona Chapman 

Year 3 

Bec Hadfield 
Fiona Smith 

Lucy Chambers/Karina Adams 

Year 4 

Nikki Van Huizen 
Rachel Pummeroy 
Danielle O’Connor 

Year 5 

Ryan Lindsay 
Craig White 

Holly Trindall/Aimee Griggs 

Year 6 

Kelly Turner 
Lynn Leon 

Allan Wylie 

Specialist Team 

James Shapowloff 
Melissa Chiles 
Caren Lowther 
Mari Kitasaka 

Admin, BSO & Assistants 

Roch Lennard, Lida New, Chris Walton, Nicole  
Butterworth, Kathryn Wallace, Karin Haynes,  
Jodie Freebody, Louise Butz, Rachel Baker, Jennie Tully, 
Krissy McCombe, Robyn McKenzie, Angus Roberts,  
Tim Allen, Mary-Caitlin Cox 

  

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1fHJVAmFdhSKhY_O96W3rkVnY4_o8rGmA
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Parents and Citizens Meetings  

Our next Parents and Citizens (P&C) meeting will be held 

on Tuesday 13 February 7pm (Week 2).  This will be  

followed by the P&C Annual General Meeting, to be held 

on Tuesday 27 February at 7pm (Week 4). You are most  

welcome to attend these events. 

 

If you would like to have your email address added to the 

P&C mailing list, so that you can receive regular news 

and updates, please email P&C Secretary Heather Rea 

at kaleenpandc@gmail.com . 

Term Dates 2018 

Term 1: Monday 5 February to Friday 13 April 

Term 2: Monday 30 April to Friday 6 July  

Term 3: Monday 23 July to Friday 28 September 

Term 4: Monday 15 October to Friday 21 December 
 

Student Safety  

It is pleasing to see the increased number of children 

and parents walking and riding to and from school. In 

the interest of safety, please remind your child/ren 

about appropriate practices when crossing roads (i.e. 

crossing at the lights) and to wear their helmets to and 

from school.  

Meet and Mingle Community BBQ 

We will be hosting a community event for all of our Kaleen families on Tuesday 13 February 2018 

4:30pm - 6:30pm. This is an opportunity for you to meet your child’s teacher(s) and hear about some of 

the classroom learning and routines. Each session begins with a teacher welcome, followed by an  

allocated time for you to mingle and ask questions. At the session you will receive a Term 1 Curriculum 

Overview and some important notes that will need to be completed and returned as soon as possible. 

The barbecue will be available from 4:30pm - 6:30pm and you are welcome to come and mingle near the 

basketball court at any time that fits in with the allocated sessions outlined in the timetable below.  

If you have children in consecutive years and need to attend back-to-back sessions, the initial ‘Teacher 

welcome’ sessions do not overlap, so you will be able attend all of the ones relevant to you, no matter 

how many children you have at KPS!   

If you happen to miss the ‘Mingle and Question’ time for your child’s year level, teachers will be  

available for mingling and questions during the barbecue. 

Please note that these session times are going to start on time, so please be prompt to avoid missing any 

information. Preschool families would have attended information sessions prior to commencement of 

Preschool, however they are most welcome to come to the community barbecue as well. 

 

We look forward to seeing you there! 

Year Level Where Time Teacher welcome Time Mingle and Questions 

Kindergarten KKW room 4:30 - 4:45 Teacher welcome 4:45 - 5:00 Mingle and Questions 

Year 1 1AW room 4:45 - 5:00 Teacher welcome 5:00 - 5:15 Mingle and Questions 
  

Year 2 2LO room 5:00 - 5:15 Teacher welcome 5:15 - 5:30 Mingle and Questions 
  

Year 3 3FS room 5:15 - 5:30 Teacher welcome 5:30-5:45 Mingle and Questions 
  

Year 4 4DO room 5:30 - 5:45 Teacher welcome 5:45 - 00 Mingle and Questions 
  

Year 5 5RL room 5:45 - 6:00 Teacher welcome 6:00 - 615 Mingle and Questions 
  

Year 6  6KT room 6:00 - 6:15 Teacher welcome 6:15 - 6:30 Mingle and Questions 
  

mailto:kaleenpandc@gmail.com
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What a fabulous first week back at Kaleen Primary 
School! The students have been busy playing, learning 
and building relationships. 
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Newsletters  

Newsletters will be released every fortnight on Thursdays 

(odd weeks). In 2018, we will continue to distribute our 

newsletters electronically. Paper versions are still  

available from the foyer in the front office for those who 

do not have internet access or prefer a hard copy.  

 

Students Arriving Before School  

ALL students who arrive before 8:45am without parental 

supervision are required to wait at the back of the school 

on the basketball courts. May I remind parents/guardians 

that no students are permitted to play on the playground 

equipment before school commences. Please discuss 

these arrangements wi th  your ch i ld ren. 

 

YMCA – After School Care Update 

We have received some feedback from the  

community about families requiring After School Care and 

the frustration of not being able to secure a placement in 

the program. We are pleased to announce that we have 

been working with the YMCA to explore the possibility of  

increasing our capacity of students attending. We look 

forward to confirming this information once the details 

have been finalised.  

 

PIPS in Kindergarten 

 

During weeks 3 and 4, all kindergarten students will be 

completing PIPS (Performance Indicators in Primary 

Schools) assessments. 

PIPS is a computer generated program designed to  

assess the progress of kindergarten students in early lit-

eracy, numeracy and phonological awareness. The  

students are given an initial assessment in Term 1, which 

provides valuable baseline data to teachers and parents 

about individual students. In early Term 4, the students 

will complete the final assessment. Please don’t hesitate 

to contact us if you require additional information about 

PIPS, or if you are concerned about any aspect of your 

child’s learning.  

Parking  

Our friends at Access Canberra have provided the  

following information for you to consider when dropping 

off and picking up your children from school. 

Think before you park…and keep our kids safe! 

With school now back for the year we are encouraging all 
parents to make parking safety a priority! 

This means: 

 keep clear of ‘no stopping’ and ‘no parking’ zones  
 don’t park in bus zones, on school crossings, 

across footpaths or driveways; and 
 don’t double (or triple) park! 
Remember - it’s okay to park a little further away from 
the school and walk the rest of the way! 
Consider - having a pre-determined meeting spot agreed 
with your kids. That way if you are a little late, they know 
where to wait.  
Think – visibility around schools and if your car may be 
blocking the view of crossings for other motorists. Also be 
mindful when entering or leaving parking spots – look 
twice! 
Be kind – to other road users and pedestrians and also if 
you see any parking officers in the area – they are doing 
their job and working to keep our kids safe! 
Note - Licence Plate Recognition (or electronic chalking) 
vans are now actively monitoring schools. Penalties 
range from $114 upwards to $600. Details at 
www.act.gov.au/accessCBR 
 
Students Leaving or Entering School  
All students entering or leaving school must be signed in/
out by their parent/carer. All parents wishing to collect or 
drop off students outside of normal hours must enter the 
school via the front office. Parents/carers are not  
permitted to go directly to their child’s classrooms without 
KPS front office staff support. Under no circumstances 
are students to leave the school without being signed out 
from the front office.  
 
Learning session times: 

 Preschool: 8:45am - 2:45am  

 Kindergarten - Year 6:  9:00am - 3:00pm  

Session 1: 9:00am - 11:00am 

 Morning Break: 11:00am - 11:30am 

 Session 2: 11:30am - 1:00pm 

 Lunch Break : 1.00pm - 2:00pm 

 Session 3: 2:00pm - 3:00pm 

http://www.act.gov.au/accessCBR
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School Board Vacancies 

Membership of the Kaleen Primary School Board is a  
wonderful opportunity to a participant in the management 
process of the school and to contribute to the  

determination of the school’s future directions.   

In 2018, our School Board will have one Parent and  
Citizens Members vacancy and one General Staff  

vacancy. 

Nominations open 11.00am on Monday 5 February 2018 
and close 11.00am on Monday 19 February.  Any  
parents wishing to nominate can contact the school for 

more information. 

Diana Wallace 

Assistant Returning Officer – School Board 

 

Skoolbag App 

If you have not already, please download the Kaleen PS 
Skoolbag app. This app is a valuable resource for  
receiving notes, newsletters, reminders, notifications and 

more.  

 

For those new to the app, as well as those who are  
familiar with the it, please ensure you update your "push" 
notification categories to the correct year level/s your 

child/ren are in. 

To update you will need to tap the "more" button on the 
bottom right of your screen. Click "setup push  
notifications" or “my subscription groups”. Switch the  
button to “on” for the push categories you wish to  

subscribe to. 

This will allow you to receive the notes and alerts that are 

relevant to that year level. 

 

STUDENT ABSENCES  
If your child/ren are absent for any reason from school, 
you MUST notify the school before 9:00am on the day of 
the absence. We have three ways you could let us know.  

 Skoolbag app 
 Telephone  the school on 6142 1750, or  
 Email the school at   

KaleenPS.Absences@ed.act.edu.au 

Please include the date, students name and class. It is a 

legal requirement that all absences are recorded with an 

explanation. We appreciate your support.  

2018 KPS Swimming Carnival  

Kaleen Swimming Carnival will be held at CISAC on 

Thursday 15 February (Week 2). Our carnival this year 

will involve Years 3-6 students and Year 2 students who 

qualify (born 2010 or earlier) to swim in the competitive 

races. As well as the competitive races, we have 

organised water activities to cater for all levels of 

swimming abilities. Our Kindergarten, Year 1 and re-

maining Year 2 students will participate in classroom ac-

tivities as usual. Parent spectators will b required to pay 

the $2.50 entry fee. Permission notes were sent home 

earlier this week, please see the front office if you haven’t 

received one.  

Medication  

If medication is required during school hours, please 

complete an “Authority to Administer Medication” form, 

signed by your doctor, for the prescribed medicine. We 

also require a completed “Known Medical Condition  

Response Plan” for any known conditions that require 

treatment or medication at school. Due to requirements 

of the ACT Education Directorate we cannot administer  

medication without these forms. Please ensure  

medication is labelled with the child’s name, dosage and 

time of administration. We are unable to administer any 

medication unless it has been prescribed by a medical  

practitioner. If your child has any of the following  

conditions, please complete an Emergency Treatment 

Plan; 

 Anaphylaxis 

 Asthma 

 Diabetes 

 Epilepsy 

Forms are available from the Front Office. 

Canteen  
Our canteen offers Green and Orange food choices. Our 
Canteen will be open Wednesday, Thursday and  
Friday this Term. See the Flexischools website to  
register; http://schools.fleximeals.com.au . 

mailto:KaleenPS.Absences@ed.act.edu.au?subject=Student%20Absence
http://schools.fleximeals.com.au
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日本語ニュース 

（Ｊａｐａｎｅｓｅ Ｎｅｗｓ！） 

Week 1 Term 1  2018 

A Happy New Year (Akemashite Omedetoo)!  

I hope you had a restful time with your family.  New Year 

is “the” special time of the year in Japan.  On 1 January, 

people greet each other with “Akemashite Omedetoo 

Gozaimasu (あけましておめでとうございます: A 

Happy New Year!). Even in this digital age, a lot of  

Japanese write New Year’s Greeting Cards and post 

them in December so that they can be delivered by  

hard-working postal workers on 1 January. 

It is the time of the year the family members get together.  

They eat a New Year’s feast called “O-sechi”.  Many  

different types of food are beautifully packed in small  

portions in the layered boxes with each food conveying a 

wish for the New Year.  For instance, the Japanese word 

for beans is “Mame”, which could also mean “working 

hard”.  Sweet black beans in O-sechi dish conveys a 

wish for good health which enables people to work hard. 

Typically, at this time of the year, the Japanese visit  

temples and shrines to show their respect and wish for 

good luck and health for the coming year.   

Here is a YouTube video that shows the way the  

Japanese spend their New Year.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8iqejlGKHCM  

 

Japanese Songs Taught At KPS- Junior School: 

Otera no oshoo san (a long version) 

I will be teaching a longer version of “Otera no Oshoo 

san” this year to the Junior School. Watch a cute  

rendition of this song at;   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Piln4RZmKzk   

The head priest of a temple sowed pumpkin seeds. 

One sprouted, the bud became rounder and flowered, 

but then it withered. Using the arts of Ninja, he flew in the 

sky and bumped into the Tokyo Tower.  The thunder 

started rumbling. … Rock, Paper, Scissors, GO!  

Mari Kitasaka (Kitasaka Sensei)  
Teacher of Japanese 

Otera        no          Oshoo san        
 ga 

おてら の おしょ

うさん  が 

Temple     of      head priest            

Kabocha    no     Tane        wo かぼちゃ の たね 

を pumpkin   of    seed       object marker 

Makimashita まきました。 

sowed 

Me           ga                       dete, め が  でて 

Sprouts   subject marker   come out 

Hukurande ふくらんで 

Became round 

Hana              ga                        saite     はながさいて かれ

ちゃって 

Flower       subject marker     blossom            

Ninpoo         tsukatte     sora  tonde にんぽう つかって 

そら とんで Arts of Ninja    used         sky      fly 

Tokyo Tower    ni             butsukatte とうきょうタワーに

ぶつかって                                              bumped 

Kaminari         goro-goro かみなり  ごろご

ろ Thunder          rumbling 

Janken  pon! じゃんけんぽん 

Rock, paper, scissors, go! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8iqejlGKHCM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Piln4RZmKzk
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On Friday 8 December, the whole school celebrated our end of Term 4  with an awards presentation, to recognise and 

reward outstanding pupil effort and achievement. At this assembly, select students were acknowledged with Golden 

Letter Awards and Kaleen Spirit Awards. A Golden Letter is awarded to two students from every class each term,  

recognising outstanding effort and achievement. The Kaleen Spirit Award is presented to one student per class, per 

term for outstanding citizenship and fair play. Congratulations to all nominated students for their improvement and  

efforts last term!  
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P&C Partner Page 

Support the businesses that support us 

Thank you to all of our contributors! 

Ray White Real Estate BELCONNEN 

Sebastian Gutierrez & Robyn Evans 

Shop 3, Corner Luxton and Josephson Street 
Belconnen, ACT 2617 

Mobile 0422 184 992 


