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Sophie Peterson  

0402 313 170 

 

 
Dear Kaleen Community,  

 

I can’t believe we are already half way through Term 1! We have had a 
fantastic start to the school year, and Michelle Northey and I have been 
very impressed with the quality of the teaching and learning programs  
happening across the school. At Kaleen Primary, we strive to ensure the 
growth and improvement of all students. I would remind parents and carers 
that our open door policy means that, should you have questions or  
concerns about your child, you can arrange a time to speak with their 
teacher at any stage throughout the year. This process highlights the  
importance of strong communication between home and school to ensure 

the best possible learning outcomes for your child. 

 

Our Deputy Principal, Robert Maccioni is still recovering from his recent 
knee operation, however, he was able to hobble in for a quick visit last 
week. Robert was in good spirits and sends his best wishes to the students 
and the Kaleen school community. Although we do miss Robert, Michelle 
Northey has been doing an amazing job in the acting Deputy Principal role. 
Michelle will continue in the Deputy role until Robert is fit to return to work.  

 

P&C Update 

There is a growing body of research that suggests high levels of parental 
involvement and engagement in schools impacts significantly and  
positively on students’ social and academic outcomes. This year we plan to 
increase our communication and connections with families to enhance 

learning opportunities at Kaleen.  

Our fabulous P&C has made significant contributions to the school over the 
past few years. P&C fundraising efforts have enabled the school to invest 
in quality literature and purchase computers, iPads and other resources 
that enhance our school programs. At last week’s P&C AGM, we initially 
did not have the minimum number of attendees (15 members) to make the 
proceedings valid. I am very appreciative of the family members who we 
phoned in at the last minute who allowed us to achieve quorum so the 
meeting could go ahead. Obviously, there are currently some barriers that 
obstruct parents from participating in these meetings and P&C events. 
These might include the inability to attend meetings at the current times, or 
even a lack of knowledge about what parents can do to contribute. We 
would love to hear your ideas and suggestions to find out what more we 
can do to stay strong as a community. Please send all feedback to  

kaleenpandc@gmail.com. 

http://www.kaleenps.act.edu.au/our_community/skoolbag_app
http://www.kaleenps.act.edu.au/
mailto:KaleenPSAdmin@ed.act.edu.au
mailto:KaleenPS.Absences@ed.act.edu.au
mailto:kaleenpandc@gmail.com
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Extension and Enrichment 

As you may be aware, our new strategic plan is being 

finalised and the draft plan will be presented to the  

community in the near future. One of our Key  

Improvement Strategies outlined in the plan is to develop 

opportunities for enrichment, extension and student  

centred learning.  At Kaleen, we are committed to 

strengthening the way we cater for all students. This 

year, we have established a Response to Intervention 

(RTI) Team.  The team will work closely with all staff to 

ensure we are providing targeted support and  

establishing a range of programs to enhance our current 

extension and enrichment practices. One initiative that 

we are introducing is the ‘WIN’ (What I Need) program. 

WIN groups will be integrated into the Response to  

Intervention program and will provide extension  

opportunity for G&T students. The WIN groups will be 

based on student need across the school and will  

regularly be reviewed in consultation with teaching 

teams. Students will be grouped at their point of need 

(this could be for learning support or extension/

enrichment in core curriculum areas). We are very  

fortunate at Kaleen to have highly skilled teachers who 

already provide quality learning environments, open  

ended differentiated tasks or streamed groups across 

each year level cohort. Another new initiative you will 

hear more about is the PEAK (Passion and Enrichment 

Across Kaleen) program. PEAK will be a combination of 

in classroom and external enrichment opportunities that 

will incorporate Passion Projects to enhance student  

centred learning. We will keep you informed as these  

programs commence. You will receive written  

notification if your child is to participate in any of these 

programs.  

Stranger Awareness 

ACT Policing is investigating several incidents in the 
Belconnen area where school children have been  

approached by a man in a white sedan.  

Police have received a number of reports of a man  
approaching students before and after school in the  
suburbs of Melba, Flynn and Fraser. As a result of these 
reports there is an increased police presence in and 

around these suburbs. 

These incidents serve as a good reminder to us all to 
help our children understand the importance of stranger 
safety and the need to report any unusual incidents or 

approaches to staff immediately.    

ACT Policing are urging anyone who may have  
witnessed these incidents or have any information that 
could assist police to contact Crime Stoppers on 1800 
333 000, or via www.act.crimestoppers.com.au.  

Information can be provided anonymously. 

I want to assure you that the safety and welfare of our 
students and staff is always our paramount focus. We 
reinforce the Protective Behaviours personal safety  
program with our students, which teaches strategies for 
how to be safe at school and to develop a network of 

trusted adults. 

You may like to visit the Protective Behaviours website 
and help reinforce these strategies with your son or 

daughter: http://www.protective-behaviours.org.au/. 

The School and the Education Directorate will continue to 
work with ACT Policing on this issue.  Please do not  
hesitate to contact me should you have any questions. 

 

Bye for now,  

Chris Shaddock  

Principal 

 

Survey: School travel and safety 

Transport Canberra and City Services has engaged First Person Consulting to conduct research into parent's  

attitudes to their children's active travel to and from schools. Part of this process will investigate the role that School 

Crossing Supervisors have in improving safety around schools, and the extent to 

which parent attitudes to children travelling actively change as a result. 

To complete the survey please click here, or copy and paste the following link into 
your browser: http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/4172965/School-Crossing-
Supervisor-Survey-Control. 

The survey should take about five minutes. The survey will not collect any  

identifiable information, and all responses will be kept confidential. 

 

Thank you in advance for your time in completing this survey. If you have any 

questions please contact the TCCS Schools Program.  

http://www.act.crimestoppers.com.au
http://www.protective-behaviours.org.au/
http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/4172965/School-Crossing-Supervisor-Survey-Control
http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/4172965/School-Crossing-Supervisor-Survey-Control
http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/4172965/School-Crossing-Supervisor-Survey-Control
mailto:TCCS.Activetravel@act.gov.au
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Medical Conditions  

A friendly reminder to all parents of children with medical 

conditions: If your child requires an Action Plan, you need 

to ensure they are updated yearly and whenever the plan 

changes. This will enable us to provide the most appro-

priate care for your child in these sensitive situations. 

Conditions that require Emergency Treatment Plans are; 

· Anaphylaxis 

· Asthma 

· Diabetes 

· Epilepsy 

 

P&C Fete Committee Update 

Kulture Break 

At our school Fete this year, we are excited to have the 
talented performers from Kulture Break. They will be on 
stage from 12.45pm, so be sure not to miss them! 

 

Kulture Break is a Canberra based charity youth services 
provider with a community arts focus. We conduct dance 
classes, mentoring and social skilling programs, tailored 
workshops, seminars and conferences, motivational talks 
and performances for schools, government agencies and 
community organisations across Australia and  
internationally. Kulture Break have a number of programs 
available for people of all ages, skill levels and styles!  
This year Kaleen Primary school will be part of our Dance 
Nation program again, if you have the chance to partici-

pate you definitely don’t want to miss out!! 

We also have our Elevate Academy singing and dance 
program for people aged 10yrs+ who may be interested 
in elevating their skills and passion, and connecting with 
industry professionals. If you or someone you know may 
be interested in Elevate Academy please visit 

www.2018elevate.com for more info and to nominate. 

If you’re just looking for some fun dance classes that will 
keep you active and engaged please see 
www.kulturebreak.com for our full class timetable, or 
email admin@kulturebreak.com. We have classes 

available for parents too!! 

 

Library News 

The Chief Minister’s Reading Challenge. 

Instructions for Students:  

 Read 15 books of your own choice before 7  
September 2018. These can be novels,  
non-fiction, poetry, or books in a language other 

than English. 

 Collect an Individual Student Reading  
Record  from your teacher. Each time you  
complete a book; don't forget to add it to your 

reading record.  

 When you have finished reading a book, ask a 

parent, carer or teacher to initial/verify your entry. 

 When you have finished reading all 15 books and 
h a v e  r e c o r d e d  t h e m ,  g i v e  y o u r  
completed Individual Student Reading Record to 

your teacher, or Krissy in the library. 

 

Uniform Shop News 

Some hats have arrived, and I now have medium and 

large bucket hats available. I am still waiting on new 

stock of small bucket hats and broad brim hats. Thank 

you for your patience. 

Please be advised, that at the beginning of term 2, 

school polo shirts and dresses will rise in price, this is 

due to price rises from our supplier. Our recent P&C 

AGM showed that the school uniform shop is viable, but 

only made a small profit in 2017.  

Thank you very much to everyone who has already sent 

in clean plastic bags, but we are still in need. If you have 

any spare plastic bags, please send them to the uniform 

shop directly or via the front office. 

The uniform shop is open every Wednesday of school 
term from 8.30am till 9.30am. We accept payments by 
cash or cheque only. Online orders using credit or debit 
can be made at www.flexischools.com.au. Orders placed 
online will be delivered to your child’s classroom the fol-
lowing Wednesday. 

For any uniform queries, or for volunteering opportunities, 

please feel free to contact me, 

Kate Rowntree 

0478 640 910 

http://www.2018elevate.com
http://www.kulturebreak.com
mailto:admin@kulturebreak.com
https://www.education.act.gov.au/__data/assets/word_doc/0006/1165344/CMRC-Individual-Student-Reading-Record.docx
https://www.education.act.gov.au/__data/assets/word_doc/0006/1165344/CMRC-Individual-Student-Reading-Record.docx
http://www.flexischools.com.au
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WE NEED YOU! 
We need new P&C members 

Our next meeting is on 27 March, 7pm 

We are looking for a new President and Treasurer for 2018 

The Kaleen Primary Parent & Citizen’s Committee are volunteers who contribute to the future direction of the school, 

provide a number of important services to the school community, and run events that develop a sense of community 

for the benefit of our children. The P&C has been able to make a significant contribution to Kaleen Primary in past 

years thanks to the contributions of the wider school community – parents, carers and those interested in our fantastic 

school. We have been very fortunate to have a dedicated number of volunteers drive the P&C in recent years,  

however many of them are preparing to move on to High School and we are now looking for new parents to bring their 

ideas, energy and enthusiasm. 

Our ability to continue to provide convenient and cost effective services such as the canteen and uniform 

shop relies on the involvement of an active group of P&C volunteers – you! 

Your involvement and support will enable the P&C to continue to fund important school activities (like the robotics  

program), provide school supplies (including new books and sports equipment) and run events that provide a sense of 

fun and community for our children. 

What does the P&C do? 

The Committee meets twice a term, together with members of the school Executive to: 

1. Provide a forum where parents share information and provide feedback to the school and the School Board. 

2. Organise fundraising events that deliver extra resources to our school community. Over the last couple of 
years the P&C has donated over $56,000 to Kaleen Primary, supporting the robotics program, quality literature, 

kitchen garden and sports equipment. 

3. Run the uniform shop and canteen, providing essential services for the school community. Operating as  

businesses, this involves managing staff (including volunteers), purchasing supplies and setting prices. 

4. Encourages and coordinates volunteers for special events throughout the school year such as the recent 

welcome to new parents, the upcoming fete and school discos. 

How can I get involved? 

Your involvement in our school, no matter how small, matters to your child’s future. Please help out in any way you 

can!  

Please join us at the next meeting on 27 March at 7pm in the school library.  Children are welcome to come with 

you. 
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P&C Continued... 

Becoming involved in the P&C doesn’t involve huge 

amounts of time.  Please consider coming along to our 

meetings (held twice each term in the evenings). If you 

are able to spare any additional time, we would love to 

have more volunteers for the canteen and the school fete 

from any parents or grandparents who are available. 

The P&C held its Annual General Meeting last week.   

Unfortunately, attendance was low and some key  

positions were not filled (including President and  

Treasurer). 

Without these positions filled the important work of the 

P&C is made much more difficult so if you’re interested in 

finding out more about the roles of Treasurer (particularly 

if you have a bookkeeping or accounting background) or 

President please email kaleenpandc@gmail.com and 

come along to our next meeting. 

We're also looking for people for our business operations 

subcommittee.  Do you have experience running a 

small business or HR or marketing expertise?  If so, we 

need your help to oversee and reinvigorate our canteen 

and uniform shop services. Join a team that will work with 

our staff to ensure these services are meeting the needs 

of the school community.  It only takes a few hours of 

your time each term.  

Why is it important that I get involved? 

Your involvement in your school community directly helps 

your child. Research has shown: 

‘… positive parental engagement can and does 
significantly influence student academic attain-
ment. The specific positive impact appears to 
include higher grades and test scores, higher 
successful completion of classes, higher gradu-
ation rates, and a greater likelihood of com-
mencing postsecondary education. In addition 
to these educational outcomes, there appears 
to also be a number of positive developmental 
outcomes including more regular school attend-
ance, better social and emotional development, 

and improved pro-social behaviour.’ 

Parental engagement in learning and schooling: 

Lessons from research 

 Bullying No Way! 
 
On Friday 16 March 2018, Australian schools will stand 
united in their communities to celebrate the eighth Na-
tional Day of Action against Bullying and Violence (NDA). 
The National Day of Action is Australia’s key anti-bullying 
event for schools and in 2018, Kaleen Primary students 
are called to imagine a world free from bullying and share 
their BIG IDEAS. 
We have many activities planned across the school to 
acknowledge and support this valuable program.  
 
Kelly Turner 

Coordinator 

 

 

Safe Parking  

A reminder to park safely and legally around schools 

 

 

Every day across Canberra, parents are parking illegally 
in school zones and putting all kids in the area at risk. 
With school parking patrols increasing in 2018, if you 

keep doing it, you will get caught and you will be fined.  

 

Video: Parking Safely around Schools–  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H6B6PPgOC8I  
 

mailto:kaleenpandc@gmail.com
https://www.aracy.org.au/publications-resources/command/download_file/id/7/filename/Parental_engagement_in_learning_and_schooling_Lessons_from_research_BUREAU_ARACY_August_2012.pdf
https://www.aracy.org.au/publications-resources/command/download_file/id/7/filename/Parental_engagement_in_learning_and_schooling_Lessons_from_research_BUREAU_ARACY_August_2012.pdf
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/NationalDay/Imagine/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H6B6PPgOC8I
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Borambola - Year 5 Camp 
 
What an amazing time the Year 5 students had during their visit to Borambola. Students were away from home for three 
days. During this time, they engaged with a variety of outdoor education challenges including rock climbing, kayaking, 
high ropes, archery, raft building, problem solving challenges, and team building initiatives. Read on to see what the 
students thought about their experience. 
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I would definitely go back to Borambola because the food was delicious. (Sophie) 
 
The activities at Borambola were really fun because being outside doing things like archery and rock climbing was 
amazing and the food was awesome. It was a great experience. (Shravani)  
 
My favourite activity was high ropes because you get to go across a thick rope to the other end. (Kelvin) 
 
Swimming at Borambola was extraordinary because the water was refreshing but it was like swimming in a bucket of ice 
water, but after a while it gets warmer. (Makensey)  
 
I enjoyed climbing on the High Rope because it was frightening, really challenging and it was most definitely enjoyable. 
(Angus) 
 
Borambola was heaps of fun. We did lots of activities such as kayaking. At kayaking we played tag which made me go 
racing fast. (Lydia) 
 
The big pool at Borambola was so cold I nearly turned into an ice cube the first time I went into it. (Pippa) 
 
Rock climbing was fantastic because we got to do it blindfolded which was very special and EPIC!!! (Sampurna) 
 
Borambola was exceedingly supporting for Year 5 students, teaching us to be independent because we need to learn 
how to look after ourselves. (Kaitlyn) 
 
The most fun part of being at Borambola was probably the stalls because we got Borambola bucks. We used the 
Borambola bucks at the stalls. (Connor Carloff ) 
 
At Borambola the cabins were so cramped, I mean cramped! I even had to put my suitcase under the tiny space under 
the bunk beds. (Rylie) 
 
The best part was probably archery because you got to shoot cool plastic recurve bows at foam targets. (Isaac) 
 
The food was mouth-watering and now I know that my dad is nowhere near as good as a cook as the staff at Borambola. 
(Annika) 
  
At Borambola I scaled the number six climbing partition blindfolded, it was legendary. When I reached the upper top I 
opened my eyes from the watch point and I was perplexed. (Alice) 
 
At Borambola you do lots of activities like high ropes, canoeing and lots more. My favourite was canoeing. (Piper) 
 
I enjoyed camp at Borambola because the chicken wraps were amazingly delicious and magnificently juicy!!! (Jackson) 
 
The meals that they cooked were miraculous. It blew my mind because the burger and chicken had such magnificent 
taste.(Tinghui)   
 
I really enjoyed camp because staying in the cabin was fun and the food was delicious and the activities were really fun. 
(Rohan) 
 
The activities we got to do for free time were stupefying; we got to swim, play tennis, golf, cricket, chess and more. 
(Samhit) 
 
Borambola was so much fun especially doing the rock climbing because it was really challenging, especially when we 
were blindfolded. (Alexis) 
 
Archery was really fun, it would be amazing if we could go back. (William)  
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Clean Up Australia Day 2018 – the Kaleen 

Experience 

 

 

Last Friday 2 March, students across the school worked hard to make their playground a far 

better place to be. 

Using gloves, bags provided by ‘Clean up Australia’, and a positive attitude, students and staff 

worked to clean their designated areas over the course of day. 

This year, a competition was held to encourage an even more sustainable event. Students were 

asked to bring their own reusable outdoor gloves from home rather than using plastic disposable 

gloves. The two winning classes based on the number of gloves brought in on the day were KSP 

from the Junior school, and 3CA from the Senior school. These classes scored a refreshing ice 

block to finish their day. In truth, the real winners were all those involved; students, staff and 

parents, through the great community spirit shown on the day! 

Thank you everyone! 
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Canteen News 

Our recent P&C AGM showed that our canteen is strug-

gling. We made a profit in 2016, but were at a loss last 

year. The turnaround in these two figures is significant. 

You may not realise what you would be losing if the can-

teen ceased to operate. Here are 10 things that having a 

canteen adds to our school: 

1. We provide healthy food options for lunches, for 

busy families who aren’t set up to make lunches at 

home. This is the key reason for having the can-

teen. 

2. Money skills for all year levels: From Kindergarten 

to Year 6 - learning about purchasing, paying, re-

ceiving change, and even saving up are all valua-

ble skills. The canteen is often the children’s first 

experience for applying these skills.  

3. Patience and turn taking when lining up, and wait-

ing to be served. 

4. Missing out is an often underrated experience; 

When the canteen sells out, or a child doesn’t have 

enough money to purchase what they want, they 

may be disappointed. With the support of friends 

and the canteen staff, the children are able to build 

resilience.  

5. Buying from the canteen requires children to speak 

to adults, and use their manners. This might seem 

insignificant, however this is quite a task for some 

students. Asking for something at the canteen is a 

challenge that can encourage children to find their 

voice. 

6. The canteen can encourage fussy eaters to try 

new things. When children see their friends with 

different food, they are often motivated to try it 

themselves.  

7. Recycling: We use reusable containers where pos-

sible and give out limited amounts of single use 

plastics. We explain this to the children, increasing 

their awareness of sustainable practices. 

8. Special lunches: These are fun, inclusive, school 

wide events that most children love.  

9. A place to be: Even the most social child has days 

when friendships go bad. The canteen is safe 

place with familiar adults. It is a place where chil-

dren can come and say hello, even if they are not 

buying anything. If children are consistently by 

themselves, hanging around the canteen, then we 

are able to pass this information on to teachers 

who can look into why this is happening. 

10. Last but not least, it provides and well-earned 

sweet bite, or extra bit of food for hungry teachers 

to keep them going at full speed. 

 

As a P&C operated canteen, we are not trying to make a  

fortune, however we need to break even if we want to 

keep a canteen at Kaleen Primary. What can YOU do to 

help? 

 Put in a lunch order every so often. The menu is on 

the school app and orders and can be placed at 

www.flexischools.com.au. 

 Participate in special lunches. The next one is 

Thursday March 29, when will be selling special 

Easter treats over the counter, at recess and lunch. 

 Send in money to buy something over the counter. 

Counter sale prices start at 10c and the most ex-

pensive item is $2.50. 

 Come in and volunteer, any amount of time is valu-

able.  You may like to come and help make lunch-

es or you could come and cook something that we 

can sell. 

 Send in some home grown veggies. I know at this 

time of year the veggie patch is plentiful. We can 

use any home grown fruit or vegetables and/or 

eggs. 

Thank you,  

Felicity and Kate 

http://www.flexischools.com.au
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A Happy Girls’ Day (“ひなまつりHinamatsuri ”)!  

 

The 3rd of March is “Girls’ Day” in Japan, which is the 
day to pray for girls’ health, happiness, and wellbeing by 

displaying a set of dolls (called “ひなHina” dolls) and 

serving special food for the celebration. 

 

Hina dolls are bought by parents or grandparents when a 
girl is born, or passed down from generation to genera-
tion. The Hina dolls are dressed in traditional Japanese 

costumes (“きものKimono”) and are placed in tiered 

platforms. They represent a court in Heian period (from 
AD 794 to AD 1185). The dolls are displayed hierarchical-

ly with the Emperor (“おだいりさまOdairi-sama”) and 

Empress (“おひなさまOhina-sama)” at the top, then 

court ladies, musicians, ministers, and attendants. 

For the Girls’ Day, “しろざけShiro Zake (fermented rice 

wine)” and “ひしもちHishi Mochi (diamond-shaped rice 

cakes)” are placed with Hina dolls together with branches 

of peach blossoms, which are beautifully blooming in ear-

ly March.  The word for peach is “ももMomo”. The Girls’ 

Day is also called “もものせっくMomo No Sekku”, the 

festival for peach blossoms. 

 

 

The YouTube video below gives more information on 

Hinamatsuri. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oF0oxyw2uFc 

 

Japanese Songs Taught  At  KPS 

“ひなまつりHinamatsuri (Girls’ Day Doll Festival)”  

“Let’s light the lanterns. Let’s give flowers, peach flowers. 

There are five musicians with flutes and drums. Today is 

the joyous Hinamatsuri Day” 

(Youtube link to the Hinamatsuri song:  https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=uFS9RZXu3YA)  

  

Mari Kitasaka (Kitasaka Sensei) 

Teacher of Japanese 

Akari    o    tsukemashoo,     
Bonbori    ni 

あかりを つけましょ 

ぼんぼりに 

  

Light               let’s light         

lanterns   to 

O-hana   o   agemashoo,       
Momo  no  hana 

おはなを あげましょ 

もものはな 

  Flowers          let’s give           

Go-nin        bayashi     no    ごにん ばやしの  

ふえたいこ 

  Five people   musician   of  

Kyoo      wa      tanoshii          
Hinamatsuri 

きょうは たのしい 

ひなまつり 

Today            enjoyable        

Girls’ Day Doll Festival 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oF0oxyw2uFc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uFS9RZXu3YA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uFS9RZXu3YA
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P&C Partner Page 

Support the businesses that support us 

Thank you to all of our contributors! 

Ray White Real Estate BELCONNEN 

Sebastian Gutierrez & Robyn Evans 

Shop 3, Corner Luxton and Josephson Street 
Belconnen, ACT 2617 

Mobile 0422 184 992 

Mechanical repairs from people you can trust  

Are you in the market to buy or sell a quality used car?  If so, 

come see Rob or Nick at Premier Auto Sales’. 

 Shaw Vineyard estate 

 Delta Force Paintball 

 Inflatable World 

 Questacon 

 Aquatots 

 Macdonalds North Canberra 

 Fish Co. 

 Capital Brewery 

 Dendy Cinemas 

 Fifth Lane Photography 

 AMF Bowling Belconnen 

 Taronga Zoo 

 George Harcourt Inn 

 Brumbies 

 Abell’s Kopi Tiam 

 Embrace Orthodontists 

 Gungahlin Lakes 

 Captain Cook Cruises 

 Gold Creek Country Club 

 Bunnings Belconnen 

 Balloons Aloft 

 Yoga Head 

 Flight Simulator 

 Team Fitness 

 iPlay 

 Toast AV 

 National Gallery of Australia 

 Raiders 

 Bakers Delight Dickson 

 Burbury Hotel Barton 

 Canberra Centre 

 Ainslie Cellars 

 The Saturday Paper  

 SOULution Yoga 

 The Summerhill Road win-
ery 

 Kirralee Wines 

 Wimbaliri Wines 

 Foot & Thai Massage 

 CISAC Swim Centre 

 Scentsy– Natasha Worthy 

 Long Paddock 


