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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Fri 15 May Preschool Photos (Blue & Green)
Junior Assembly, 2:15pm

Mon 18 May Year 6 Combined band at Turner PS
Tues 19 May ICAS Digital Technologies
Wed 20 May 2015 School Photos

UC Kaleen High Open Night, 5:30pm
Fri 22 May Belconnen Cross Country

Senior Assembly, 2:15pm
Fri 29 May Junior Assembly, 2:15pm
Mon 1 June ACT Cross Country
Wed 3 June ICAS Science

Parent Learning: Maths, 5:30pm
Thurs 4 June Year 5 Combined band at Macquarie

PS
Fri 5 June Senior Assembly, 2:15pm
KEY DATES FOR TERMS 3 AND 4
17-21 August Book Fair
Fri 21 August Grandfriends’ Day
24-28 August Book Week
5 November Arts Festival

Dear Parents and Caregivers

Term 2 has started with a flurry of activity and
very positive energy. I would like to extend a
very warm welcome to our new families who
have joined our Kaleen Primary Community.
Please read on to stay connected with
happenings at our school and learn more about
our amazing students.

SIGNIFICANT DATES: TERMS 3, 4 AND
BEYOND

 Book Fair (17-21 August)
 Grand friend’s day (Friday 21 August)
 Book Week (24-28 August)
 Arts Festival (Thursday 5 November)
 Kaleen Primary School turns 40 in 2016

and our Parents and Citizen’s Committee is
working to celebrate with a range of events
including a fete proposed for Saturday 19
March 2016 (Week 7 Term1).

MOTHER’S DAY

Year 6 students helping younger students at the recent
Mother’s Day stall

A big thank you to Demelza Crook for her
organisation and her awesome team of mums
including Kate Carloff, Nicole Cortese, Katrina
Freudigmann, Caz Ireland, Cathy Marker,
Rosalin Muni, Sharon Pike, Tina Rooney, Frieda
Rowland and Keren Wellsmore. Special
mention to Keren and Sharon who when
Mother’s Day gifts ran low did a quick dash to
shops to purchase items.



ACT SWIMMING CHAMPIONSHIPS

Our ACT swimming representatives

Congratulations to our students who competed
at the recent ACT School Sport Swimming
Championships, Anna, Kyle, Luke, Sam, Andy
and Eli. I understand it was a great day poolside
and many achieved personal bests with all
placing in the top 10. Results include:

Anna 1st Girls 8yo 50m freestyle
Kyle 1st Boys 10yo 200m IM

1st Boys 10yo 50m freestyle
2nd Boys 10yo 100m freestyle
1st Boys 10&U 50m butterfly
3rd Boys 10&U 50m breaststroke
2nd Boys 10&U 50m backstroke

Luke 2nd Boys 12 100m butterfly
Eli 3rd Girls 12 50m butterfly

Special mention must go to Anna who is now
the new titleholder of the 8 year old girls 50m
freestyle event and big brother Kyle who is the
new titleholder in two events, the 10 year old
boys 50m freestyle and the 10 year old boys
200m individual medley. Kyle medalled in all 6
events entered. Well done.

2016 PRESCHOOL AND KINDY ENROLMENTS

Enrolments for new students to our school
opened on 28 April. The enrolment process is
completed online at
www.det.act.gov.au/school_education/enrollin
g_in_an_act_public_school. Online enrolments
for all age groups are open now so please
encourage families who are hoping to join our
Kaleen Primary School community to complete
this process as soon as possible.

We will be hosting an open morning for the
parents and carers of prospective Preschool and
Kindergarten students in 2016 on Wednesday 27
May 2015 at 9:10am. Come and see our wonderful
school and hear all about our exciting learning
environment.

STAFF PROFESSIONAL LEARNING

Twenty-two staff attended a one day
professional learning “reading institutes” at the
ANU during the last school holiday break as
part of our commitment to whole school
improvement in reading and writing. This
professional learning event was part of the
Literacy Leaders initiative that our school is
undertaking. Staff were able to engage with
highly respected international and national
researchers and practitioners including: David
Hornsby, Debbie Miller, Anne Bayetto and Chris
Topfer. It was a great opportunity for staff to
network with colleagues and gain new insight
and ideas to take back and apply across our
school.

Throughout the reading institutes I was
reminded about the importance of children’s
access to quality literature in developing
confident readers. Recently, the Children’s Book
Council of Australia released the shortlist for
the Book of the Year Awards. These awards are
announced in Term 3, all written and illustrated
by Australian authors and illustrators. If you are
looking for something new for your children to
read, review the shortlisted books at
cbca.org.au/awards.htm.

GIFTED AND TALENTED EDUCATION

To support ACT public schools in their
implementation of the Gifted and Talented
Students policy, the ACT Education and
Training Directorate has commissioned
Gateways Education to develop a series of six
articles over the next three years to provide
information to parents and the community
about gifted and talented children. The latest
article is the second in the series. This article
and further information about the education of
gifted and talented learners, including Gifted
and Talented Fact Sheets for parents, can be
found on the ACT Education and Training
Directorate website.



CHIEF MINISTER’S READING CHALLENGE

Kaleen Primary students are participating in
the 2015 Chief Minister’s Reading Challenge.
The rules for the challenge have changed this
year which will make it even easier for all
students to successfully complete the challenge.
Our students need to read twelve books, at an
appropriate level, rather than reading off a set
list. We recommend that students read books at
a level that isn’t too easy, but isn’t too hard.
Reading for the challenge ends September 4.

If students are after some new and different
books to help them meet the challenge, our
Resource Centre always has a full “New Books”
section for students to devour. Book Fair
(August 17 – 21) is another great way to stock
up on some new titles to help meet the
challenge. As students read to meet their twelve
book challenge, they should also be thinking
about a character in one of the books that they
would like to become for our Book Week
(August 24 -28).

FACILITIES

In an effort to improve space around Kaleen
Primary, a proposal to create an outdoor
learning space outside the library has been
approved and work will commence shortly.
Draft plans will be included with our next
newsletter. You will also see changes to our car
parking areas over the coming weeks with new
line marking to improve visual cues that will
identify parking areas and those areas where
parking is not permitted. A new disabled car
space will also be designated near the crossing
and safety markings around the bike racks.
These measures have been implemented to
improve student safety around our school.

We will upgrade the flooring in the enclosed
area between Kindergarten and Year 2 to make
this a more usable space. Two additional
projects have been proposed to improve our
school facilities in partnership with the ACT
Education and Training Directorate:
 Upgrade Preschool outdoor play space

(artificial grass etc) junior outdoor play space
 Create a Learning Lab with facilities to

support science, maths and technology
extension and enrichment activities.

FOOD AND DRINK POLICY – OUR CANTEEN

The Canteen subcommittee (Felicity, Kate, Tina,
Maria and Harry) met last week to discuss the
new food and drink menu. As a result of this
meeting, all red foods will be withdrawn from
the canteen over the next weeks and a new
menu with expanded healthy food options will
be distributed. I encourage all families to
review the new menu and consider the
healthier food choices and options for recess
and lunch. These include toasted sandwiches,
cheesy pasta and home made pizzas.

Please consider supporting our new menu. A
viable and sustainable canteen is an important
service for our community. Orders can be
placed through the Flexischools website
www.flexischools.com.au.

CHESS

The ACT Junior Chess League (ACTJCL) is
running the Belconnen Primary Open
Interschool Chess event on Tuesday, 26 May
2015 (9am to 3pm) at Kaleen Primary. This
event is for teams of four students. Girls and
boys in Kindergarten to Year 6 attending
schools in the Belconnen area can enter. The
cost of entry is $10 per student. The event will
consist of seven rounds with half-hour (allegro)
games. No teams are eliminated (Swiss-system)
so every team plays seven games (unless we
need byes). Notes have been sent home with
those students who expressed interest.

PARENTS AS TEACHERS

Are you the parent of a child aged 8 to 24
months? Would you like information, support
and encouragement in your role as your child’s
first teacher? Child & Family Centres ACT are
offering 3 group sessions from the Parents as
Teachers program. This development centred
parenting course will provide information on
child development, community supports and
play activities for you and your child. The
course will be held weekly over 3 Thursdays on
28 May, 4 June and 11 June from 10-11:30am at
the West Belconnen Child and Family Centre.
For info, contact 6205 2904 or visit
www.communityservices.act.gov.au.



PARENT CONCERNS

Parents and carers are encouraged to raise any
issues or concerns about our school with their
child's teacher, the principal or any staff
member. If you would like further assistance
you may also contact the Education and
Training Directorate’s Liaison Unit by phone on
6205 5429 or via their online contact form,
www.det.act.gov.au/contact_us.

I encourage everyone to visit our school
website www.kaleenps.act.edu.au and sync
your smart phones to stay connected to
happenings around our school community and
updates.

Warm Regards
Laurie

CHANGE OF VENUE

The IMP has advised of a couple of changes
regarding the upcoming combined band
rehearsals. The dates remain the same however
the location for both rehearsals has changed as
follows:

 Year 6 combined band rehearsal is Monday
18 May at Turner Primary.

 Year 5 combined band rehearsal is
Thursday 4 June at Macquarie Primary.

Please note that students will be transported by
bus from Kaleen Primary. A permission note
will be sent home shortly.

Holly Trindall – Band Teacher

RIGHT HERE RIGHT NOW EXHIBITION

In November 2014, in celebration of the 25th

Anniversary of the United Nations Convention
on the Rights of the Child, the Children & Young
People Commissioner, Alasdair Roy, asked
every student in every ACT school to draw a
portrait of themselves on coloured card, and to
write a message under their portrait about why
it is important for adults to listen to children &
young people. The Commissioner received
11,500 portraits, from 50 ACT schools which
represented 15% of all ACT school students! All
of the portraits were attached to 700 cardboard
boxes, and built into the shape of a double helix.
The installation was displayed in the Fitters
Workshop in Kingston in April and was visited
by over 700 people. Photos of the display can be
viewed at the online gallery
hrc.act.gov.au/childrenyoungpeople/righthere-
right-now/right-right-now-gallery.

The ACT Children & Young People
Commissioner would like to thank Visy, who
donated the boxes, the ACT Community
Services Directorate and the ACT Education and
Training Directorate for their financial support
and all of the volunteers who helped.

REMAINING HIGH SCHOOL OPEN NIGHTS

School Name Date Time

Gold Creek School Thursday 14 May 6-8pm

Melba Copland
Secondary School

Tuesday 19 May 6-8pm

University of Canberra
High School, Kaleen

Wednesday 20
May

5:30-
7:30pm

Belconnen High
School

Wednesday 20
May

6-8pm

Canberra High School Thursday 21 May 6-8pm



GREAT JOURNEYS OF EXPLORATION IN 4L

4L have been learning about the why the great
journeys of exploration occurred and how, and
why, Australia was discovered as part of their
History unit. Do you know why the great
journeys of exploration happened? Do you
know how and why Australia was discovered?
Here are some of the things that 4L now know.

I now know that Terra Australia Incognita is the
Great Southern Land. Mikayla

I now know that people went exploring because
of spices and the mystery of Terra Australia
Incognita. Louisa

I now know Indonesia was named the Spice
Islands. Viraan

I now know that explorers use longitude and
latitude to locate certain places. Alicia

I now know the Portuguese found a secret route
to the spice markets. Aidan

I now know that James Cook went to observe the
solar eclipse in Tahiti and then his secret mission
was to discover the unknown southern land. Isla

I now know the roaring forties are 40o south of
the equator. Matty

I now know that spices were worth the same as
gold. Sarvani

I now know that Dirk Hartog "accidentally"
bumped into the western side of Australia and
into a small island he named Dirk Hartog Island.

Archie

I now know Abel Tasman named, what we now
call Tasmania, Van Dieman's land after his boss
who sent him. Finnie

Ryan Lindsay – Teacher of 4L

TERM 1 – GOLDEN
LETTER AWARD

Hayden was absent at the
Golden Letter assembly on
the last day of Term 1. He
received his ‘Golden Letter’
award at the senior
assembly in Week 2.
Congratulations Hayden!

STRANGER DANGER - EDUCATE YOUR
CHILDREN

ACT Policing is reminding parents to enforce
the importance of stranger danger messages to
their children following an incident in Conder
last month (April), but also wants to assure the
community that these events are rare and ‘not
every white van is a concern’. A student was
walking home from Lanyon High School when
she was approached by an unknown man on
Box Hill Avenue in Conder. The man
approached the student and tried to engage her
in conversation. The student became frightened
and ran to a nearby oval adjacent to Charles
Conder Primary School. The man followed the
student for a short distance before leaving the
scene. The student was unharmed.

ACT Policing encourages parents to continue to
educate their children in good personal safety
practices including 'stranger danger' awareness
and where possible, travelling in groups.

"This incident is a timely reminder to people to
be mindful of their surroundings and to keep
their level of awareness active regardless of
what activities they are undertaking," Acting
Superintendent Jo Cameron said.

Police however also want the community to be
assured that these events are rare. Over the
past two years police have received some
reports of children being approached by a man
in a white van. This has led to heightened public
concern in regard to white vans around schools.
Police encourage parents to talk to their
children about this, but to keep things in
perspective for their children, who should not
become overly anxious when a white vehicle is
seen near them or their school grounds.

“It’s important that just because a white van is
seen around a school that the public does not
immediately associate this with a possible
abduction,” Acting Superintendent Cameron
said. “There are thousands of white vans that
are driven around Canberra, many of which
are owned by parents or tradespeople who are
simply dropping their kids off to school.” For
more information on child safety and security,
please visit the Constable Kenny Koala website
at www.constablekenny.org.au.



NIHONGO NYUUSU (JAPANESE NEWS)

We had a lot of fun celebrating Kodomo no hi
(Japanese Children’s Day) last week at KPS. This
national holiday is a part of a ‘Golden Week’ of
holidays where many Japanese families take the
opportunity to travel either in Japan or abroad.
Kodomo no hi which is celebrated every year on
May 5, used to be known as Tango no Sekku
(Boy’s Day) and many of the traditions, like
flying the koinobori (carp streamers) are still
done for boys only.

One of the 3 huge koinobori that “swam” in the winds

We were actually very pleased to have the
strong winds last week as our 3 huge koinobori
‘swam’ magnificently in our school and
preschool playgrounds. These wonderful kites
were gifted to the school by Kellie Nissen,
mother of Ashlea (6T) and Geordie (4L) and
this year was the first time we managed to fly
them outside. Thanks to Mr Roch for going up
and down his ladder many times to hoist them
for us! We all loved seeing them in our
playgrounds.

Preschool students busy making koinobori

Junior school students with their koinobori

Most preschool and junior school classes made
some cute koinobori and Kitasaka-sensei
showed an interesting youtube clip on the
background and traditions associated with this
festival at the senior assembly.

Mako with a delicious koinobori cake made by host Mum
Emma

We have 40 Kindies, 30 Year 1s and 30 Year 2s
singing on Sunday at the Aki Matsuri (Autumn
Festival) in Dickson. We have been
overwhelmed by the enthusiastic response of
our junior children so we will be singing in 3
year level choirs rather than in one mass choir
of 100 voices! It is sure to be a wonderful day.
Final notes about this event have been sent to
the families of choir members this week.

Ros Brydie - Teacher of Japanese



BLUEARTH TERM 2

Students participating in the yoga program during
Bluearth

Last term in Bluearth there was a focus on ‘Self’.
Students explored what this meant through a
six week yoga program. Questions were asked
about what they already knew about yoga and
then what they wanted to know more of and to
experience during their sessions. The program
was based on core strengthening postures. At
the end of each session the students
experienced a mindfulness practise, a guided
relaxation or breath-awareness experience.

This term the students will be exploring ‘Self
and Others – Working with and moving with
others’. The intention of the sessions will be
based on students:

 Gaining awareness and acceptance of their
abilities and to develop along their
continuum through explorative and
directed experiences

 Encouraging efficient execution of
technique using correct movement
patterns

 Applying skills to relevant games or
cooperative activities where decision
making, teamwork, problem solving and
healthy competition is included

 Increasing complexity of movement drills
by adding variation with equipment

 Challenging the skill and focus of those
with higher abilities and allow those with
lower abilities to work at an appropriate
level.

If you would like any more information about
the Bluearth approach please contact me at
julia.tapp@ed.act.edu.au.

KIDSMATTER

KidsMatter Primary is a flexible, whole-school
approach to children’s mental health and
wellbeing for primary schools. It works both on
its own and as an umbrella under which Kaleen
Primary’s existing programs comfortably fit.

This year Kaleen Primary is undertaking
Component 2 of the KidsMatter program. Its
focus is on the social and emotional learning for
students. Research shows that children benefit
most from social and emotional learning when
it is taught in regular school lessons and
matched to children’s learning stages. When
implemented well, social and emotional
learning can achieve significant positive results,
and even improve academic and educational
outcomes.

KidsMatter Component 2 framework will assist
our school to examine what social and
emotional learning is being taught and how it is
embedded into the curriculum and reinforced
throughout Kaleen Primary School’s
environment.

This year the KidsMatter Action Team will be
providing the staff of Kaleen Primary with a
professional learning experience about the
rationale behind social and emotional learning
for students, the relevance of it being taught in
schools, and the skills students need to develop
social and emotional competence. It will also
guide us through how these can be taught and
the factors that support a SEL program in our
school.

The KidsMatter Action Team will also be
involved in the development of the school’s
playground and outdoor areas as well as the
front foyer setting.

The ‘Action Team’ is currently made up of staff
and parents/carers. We meet up to three times
each term. More members are always welcome
and we would like to invite any parents/carers
or community members to contact the school
with any expression of interest. Please contact
me at julia.tapp@ed.act.edu.au for further
information.

Julia Tapp – Bluearth and KidsMatter



BOARD REPORT

Our new school board parent representatives –
Elissa, Anne-Maree and Andrew

The new School Board met on Wednesday 6
May, welcoming parent representative Andrew
Howie as its Board chairperson. Andrew was
inspired to step up to the role by the example of
other committed parents.

The Board discussed the ongoing challenge of
enrolments at capacity. A full school means
trying to be creative with our resources, both
the building and staff resources. Particularly
with the junior school, this has meant building
works are in progress to clear the covered area
next to the Kindergarten classrooms and
upgrade it into a useable space. It has also
meant being creative with staffing in the
Kindergarten team to work with the needs of
the students while providing continuity.

The school’s strategic plan and annual
operating plan has been developed following
the National School Improvement Tool, which is
used by other schools in the Belconnen
Network. These are comprehensive documents
setting out strategic priorities and the
performance measures for those priorities.

Plans for upgrades to facilities are underway,
which will make good use of the financial
resources available to the school and create
more useable learning spaces. The Board saw
the drawings for proposed changes outside the
library, and agreed that it will make the current
area into a much more useful and pleasant
place. Of course, regular maintenance around
the school is also ongoing.

The school is responding to changes in
technology, replacing aging computer assets
with much more flexible Chromebooks,
improving Wi-Fi access points and upgrading
screens in classrooms.

It was great to hear updates about some of the
opportunities available to enrich students’
school experience. The Student Representative
Council (SRC) and the Green Team have both
been active, and the Bogong Club is giving its
student volunteers a chance to go back to their
classrooms with the things they have learnt,
which tie in with classroom learning.

Please feel free to contact any of the parent
representatives about things discussed by the
Board.

Elissa Steel – Parent Representative

OUR STUDENTS

On 1 May, I joined
Canberra International
Music Festival (CIMF)
as the youngest solo
pianist. I played
Beethoven Sonata of
OP.49 NO.1 in G minor
with two movements. I
did well for my
performance. I went

through a very demanding and professional
preparation in the last two months. I had Master
class from Mr Roland Peelman, one of Australia’s
most innovative and versatile music directors.
With encouragement from Mr Peelman and my
own piano teacher, Ms Natalia Tkachenko, I
conducted my research about Beethoven and his
time, the classical period. This helped me a lot in
understanding the piece I was preparing. After
concert, I attended Beethoven Concert Q&A
Forum with other pianists to answer the
questions from audiences. It was a great
opportunity for me to learn from other pianists.
The whole experience was very valuable in
developing my musicianship as a young pianist. I
feel very lucky indeed.

Daniel



2015 ANNUAL OPERATIONAL PLAN
Every year, Kaleen Primary School (KPS) staff engage in planning activities to develop our
Annual Operational Plan (2015) aligned within the framework provided by our KPS Strategic
Plan (2014-2017). In 2015, our commitment to our continuous improvement is outlined
below in the form of three strategic priorities and related key improvement strategies.

Strategic Priority 1: Maintain high standards of student achievement and progress

Key Improvement Strategies
 1: Develop whole school approaches in Literacy

 2: Develop expert teaching teams

 3: Strengthen quality learning practices

 4: Embed a culture of analysis and discussion of data

 5: Close the gap for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students.

Strategic Priority 2: Provide an educational service for preschool students of a national
quality standard.

Key Improvement Strategies:
 1: Improve educational program and practices by ensuring documentation about

children’s program is accessible and available to all families

 2: Improve Preschool educational programs and practices through reflective

practices on individual children’s learning and development

 3: Improve the Preschools physical learning environment to support inclusivity,

promote competence, independent exploration and learning through play

 4: Families have opportunities to be involved in the Preschool and contribute to

decision making.

Strategic Priority 3: Maintain a supportive and connected school community.

Key Improvement Strategies:
 1: Deliver a strong safety and well-being curriculum

 2: Enhance the partnerships with parents and carers and find further ways to

engage the community

 3: Strengthen and improve transitions

 4: Identify and engage with potential community partners based on their capacity to

contribute to improved student achievement and or well-being.

I look forward to discussing these approaches in more detail throughout the year.

Laurie Campbell - Principal



Practising bounce and catch skills against a wall

PE SESSIONS IN THE GYM: 4H AND 4W

Every Tuesday morning at 10:20am 4H and 4W get together for a combined PE session in our
wonderful school gymnasium. Students warm up by going through a sequence of fundamental

movement patterns and fast moving games. We play a variety of tag, braid, ball and invasion games
that encourage a high level of participation and activity, requiring players to strategise and work

cooperatively with team mates. We also learn and practice a variety of ball skills through drills, relays,
challenges and games. At the end of each session we come together to discuss what we have learned

during the session celebrate our learning.

Practising bouncing skills with handballs

Heel taps to warm up Crab and bear walk are a great way to develop motor
coordination and upper body strength

Debriefing at the end of a session


