
    

 

September 6—September 20 2018 

Issue 14 

Important Dates 

 

7 Sep  Junior Assembly 

10 Sep Singfest  

11 Sep Year 6  Sausage Sizzle 

11 Sep Year 4 Lift-Off 4-7 pm 

14 Sep Senior Assembly 

19 Sep Learning Expo and  

  Grandfriends’ Day— 

  Red & Purple Group  

  8:45-11:00 or 2:45-4:30 

20 Sep Learning Expo and  

  Grandfriends’ Day— 

  Blue Group 8:45-11:00 

  or 2:45-4:30  

20-21 Sep Learning Expo and  

  Grandfriends’ Day K-6 

22 Sep Japanese Speech  

  Contest 

24-26 Sep Kindergarten Health  

  Checks 

28 Sep Kaleen Spirit and  

  Golden Letter Awards

  

Notes Home 

Year 6 Sausage Sizzle 

Bebras Australia Computational 

 Thinking Challenge 

KPS Combined Choir Performance at 

 Floriade 

Singfest Performance 

Kindy National Zoo and Aquarium 

Ph: (02) 6142 1750  

www.kaleenps.act.edu.au  

KaleenPSAdmin@ed.act.edu.au 

KaleenPS.Absences@ed.act.edu.au 

P&C President 

Ben Peters Jones  -  0466 386 377 

P&C Vice President 

Siaan Ansori  -  0420 730 054 

Board Chair  

Bruce Whitby   -  0400 394 235 

Board Representatives 

Heather Rea   -  0403 771 921 

Emma Snowden  -  0430 357 093 

 

Dear Kaleen Community,  

 

It has been a busy few weeks with lots fabulous of learning opportunities and 
achievements. Thank you to the parents who took the time to fill out our 
school satisfaction surveys, we have had an impressive amount of  
responses! This means that all of our students will be able to participate in 
‘Wheels Day’. The date and details are still to be decided but we will let you 
know once it is confirmed. Your survey feedback has been overwhelmingly 
positive and we also appreciate your fabulous ideas to help us further  
enhance our practice. Please read on to hear about some initiatives  
happening in and around the school. 

 

Literacy & Numeracy Week 
This week, we have been celebrating Literacy and Numeracy Week and our 
students have been participating in a range of engaging activities. On top of 
our regular literacy and numeracy programs, we have had authors Angela 
Moyle and Susan Berran running workshops across the school. Students 
have been enjoying our morning poetry readings and focussing on improving 
their reading and writing in daily lessons. There was an asteroid strike in the 
Library Courtyard and Humpty Dumpty had an  accident in the Kitchen  
Garden, which students used as writing stimulus. On Thursday, we  
celebrated Indigenous Literacy Day and each class was gifted a special 
book to unwrap and read. We also had classes participating in Maths 300 
computer based maths challenges. It has been an amazing week and I 
would like to thank Krissy McCombe and Danielle O’Connor for leading this 
magnificent school event. 

 

Mission  

To engage, equip and empower all children and young people to learn for life. 

 

Vision  

At Kaleen Primary School we are committed to working with parents as  

partners in learning to ensure that all students succeed. We are committed to the holistic 

development of every child - socially, emotionally, academically, culturally and physically. 

We build our student’s knowledge in cross-disciplinary, critical and creative thinking, and 

problem solving skills with the aim of developing our students as future focused 21st  

Century learners. As a professional learning community, we work collaboratively to  

ensure all students achieve their learning potential and enjoy coming to school to learn, 

share, celebrate and have fun. 

http://www.kaleenps.act.edu.au/
mailto:KaleenPSAdmin@ed.act.edu.au
mailto:KaleenPS.Absences@ed.act.edu.au
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PE@K Timetable 

Term 3 

 

PE@K Lunchtime Clubs 

Monday – Coding 

Tuesday – Art Club 

Wednesday – Writing &Tinker 1 

Thursday – Tinker 2 

Friday – Engineering 

 

PE@K Programs  

Senior Choir - Monday 

Junior Choir – Tuesday 

Japanese Choir – Thursday/Friday 

Year 3 and 4 Recorder – Thursday 

Green Team – Friday 

Year 5 Band – Wednesday 

Year 6 Band – Friday 

Rock Band - Friday 

 

KIPS Junior and Senior – Every 

Lunchtime 

Strategic Plan 
Our strategic plan video has been a big hit with nearly 800 views on 
Facebook. This term, we have been focusing on enhancing Literacy 
and Numeracy practices, our STEM and Sustainability programs and 
our Positive Behaviours for Learning initiative. 
 
In Literacy, we have been encouraging children to see themselves as 
writers and to have confidence in their work. Teachers have been  
working together to achieve common writing structures across the 
school (using The Writing Book by Cameron and Dempsey ) and we are 
seeing more consistency between classes. Teachers have been  
working with students to create writing goals and enhancing the  
feedback we offer to students. 
 
In Numeracy, we are focusing on the language of Mathematics and  
incorporating more hands on activities into our programs. Students are 
engaging in more open ended problem solving opportunities and  
playing  maths games to support their number skills. We have audited 
our numeracy resources and are investing in additional equipment to 
support classroom practices. 
 
Our STEM and Sustainability team are implementing the popular  
robotics program and building on children’s coding abilities. The 15  
laptops approved by the School Board have really supported this  
initiative and the team and students are very grateful. We are investing 
in additional garden beds, seedlings and compost bins and purchasing 
new worm farms. We have been meeting with the ‘Global Worming’ 
team about building a large scale worm farm, which would significantly 
reduce the amount of waste being sent to landfill (also saving the 
school thousands of dollars on waste management each year). This is 
all linked to our Edible Garden project which is a partnership between 
our school and the University of Canberra Kaleen High School. 

Our Positive Behaviours for Learning Program is alive and well. This term we have been working with the Student 
PBL team to create an instructional video (about how to use the Indigenous Garden). We have also revitalised our 
incentive system to incorporate Sporting House points and restorative practices into our playground procedures. 
Three teachers on the PBL team attended training to help our transition from ‘All School Settings’ to ‘Classroom 
Systems’ next year. 
 
Seesaw & Digital Technologies 

Staff and students are loving the new classroom iPads. Teachers have been engaging in ongoing professional 
learning on Seesaw, and several are now formally recognised as Seesaw Ambassadors. I have had  
feedback from parents about the increased frequency and quality of posts this term. Teachers have also been  
participating in ongoing Digital Technologies Professional Learning run by Toni Falusi from the CSER (Computer 
Science Education Research) Digital Technologies Team, which is run through the University of  
Adelaide. A few teachers have also had iPad specific training to help them meet the needs of their students. We’re 
currently doing a Seesaw Plus free trial for 60 days and Michelle Northey and I can now access all classwork 
through our desktops. In the week 9 newsletter and through a Seesaw push we will ask the community to vote 
whether they want to stay with Seesaw or go back to hard-copy portfolios (we cannot continue to sustain both in the 
future). If we do decide to continue on with Seesaw, student work will still be collected throughout the year and sent 
home in an A3 folio. 
 
 

  

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Whpt46had2Q7TRAyxT83eYBOYlvuhArQ
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Parents and Citizens (P&C) Corner 

 

The P&C met on 4 September 2018. Thanks to 
those who attended. Key outcomes of the meeting 

included: 

 Agreement that the P&C would run the next 
school fete in early 2020, making it an every 
two year event. Keep this in mind for future  
volunteer opportunities or contact us if you are 
already interested in taking on a coordination 
role. 

 

 In lieu of a 2019 fete we’ll organise a market 
day which will primarily be a car boot sale and 
barbecue. We’re scheduling it for Term 1 
2019.  More details to come!  If you are  
interested in coordinating the day or running a 
car boot stall please email us on  
kaleenpandc@gmail.com  

 

 The P&C expressed its appreciation for the  
innovative and inclusive learning underway at 
Kaleen Primary. For example, STEM night 
was brilliant and brought together our Kaleen  
community. The P&C is exploring ways to  
further integrate community engagement with 
school learning events.   

 

 The P&C sees the Seesaw app as a real  
asset for the school and want to see it  
continued into the future. Seesaw is a simple 
way for parents and carers to share our  
children’s classroom experiences.  We are  
considering how the P&C can contribute to 
other new teaching technologies. 

 

 The next P&C meeting is scheduled for 7pm 
on Tuesday 23 October 2018.  Please come 
along. 

Newsletter Format 

As discussed in the previous newsletter, we are trialling 

a new format for our school newsletter. We have had 

some feedback that the current pdf format is not phone 

and tablet friendly and actually deters some parents 

from reading it altogether. Now that we are no longer 

printing newsletters to A4 paper, it makes sense that we 

update the format to be more web friendly. 

 

Bye For Now, 

Chris Shaddock 

Principal 

 

Lift off! Year 4 ‘Steady’ Program  

Lift Off ‘Steady’ evening for our Year 4  

families is on Tuesday September 11 between  

4-7pm. An invitation has already been sent home. 

Please contact Michelle Northey via the front office if you 

have any questions.  

 

Michelle Northey 

Deputy Principal 

 

 

2018 ICAS Science Results  

Congratulations to the 114 students from Year 2 to Year 

6 for participating in the ICAS Science competition. The 

students were challenged with observing, measuring, 

interpreting, predicting, concluding, reasoning and  

problem solving.  

Overall Kaleen Primary School’s results included  

5 High Distinction (top 1% of ACT & NSW), 17  

Distinction (top 10% of ACT & NSW), 26 Credit (top 25% 

of ACT & NSW), 15 Merit (top 35% of ACT & NSW) and 

51 Participation certificates.  

 

2018 ICAS Digital Technologies Results 

Congratulations to the 80 students from Years 3-6 for 

participating in ICAS Digital Technologies. Overall  

Kaleen achieved some outstanding results which  

included: 13  Distinction (top 10% of ACT & NSW), 27 

Credit (top 25% of ACT & NSW), 8 Merit (top 35% of 

ACT & NSW) and 32 Participation certificates. 

Please click here to see the ICAS Digital  
Technologies and Science results. 

mailto:kaleenpandc@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Fa0ytzWn2c2-kgaz8LXPBA6zE1tePqxBKMHwWZHNiF4/edit?usp=sharing
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I am planning to go away to Sydney, Armidale, and Uluru 

during the spring break.  I am looking forward to coming 

back to Canberra and moving to Jones family for Term 4.  

Again, thank you very much for being so kind and  

supportive. 

Narumi Imahori 

Senior School Materials  

Via classroom teachers, I have shared the following four 

materials with all the students in the Senior School (from 

Year 3 to Year 6);  

1) A written text of the Japanese conversation pieces  

practiced in  class 

2) An audio recording of the above 

3) A practice writing test  

4) A practice writing test—answers 

The materials above will aid the students to prepare for  

weekly Japanese classes as well as  for the end of the 

semester tests.  Please encourage your child to check 

their Google Drive.  

Japanese Choir 

The Japanese Choir is practicing hard to prepare for two 

big external performances. One is Singfest on Monday 10 

September with Junior Choir and the other Floriade 

Stage 88 performance on Tuesday 25 September with 

Junior and Senior Choirs.  I am pleased to report that the 

number of choristers has been increasing steadily and we 

currently have 34 students in the Choir.  I would like to 

thank the families of the choristers very much for their 

warm support and encouragement. 

Mari Kitasaka 

Teacher of Japanese 

Japanese digital resources 

Here is a list of apps that could be useful in helping the 

students learn Hiragana and other Japanese characters 

at home.  I have learnt of these apps in a workshop that I 

attended recently, run by a renowned Japanese teacher 

and resource developer, Jan Chalmer. Please click on 

the name to take you to the website. 

Learn Japanese with Tako 

ひらがななぞり(Hiragana Nazori) 

Kana Bimoji 

Message from Narumi  

Hello. My name is Narumi. I am a Japanese teaching 

assistant at KPS.  I would like to thank everyone in KPS 

community for welcoming me so warmly. My special 

thanks go to my host family in Term 2, Belling family, and 

my current host family, Johnson family.   

During the winter break, I went to Brisbane with my  

Japanese friends. What I liked most was sand surfing.  I 

lay down on a board and slid on the sand. I have never 

done it before! It was really thrilling and a lot of fun.  I 

would love to do it again.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also I was very impressed by the quality of Korean food 

that I tasted in Brisbane.  Korean food is very popular in 

Japan and of course I had eaten it before, but I had never 

tasted such delicious Korean dishes before– sweet and 

spicy. We were so impressed that we went to the same 

restaurant twice.  

The other day, I was at the birthday party at Johnson 

family. It was for Adeline’s sixth birthday.  I was surprised 

at the scale of the celebration– so much preparation and 

so many presents!  It was a great occasion for both kids 

and the adults to socialise.  I had a great time. 

http://www.takosjapanese.com/index.html
https://itunes.apple.com/jp/app/%E3%81%B2%E3%82%89%E3%81%8C%E3%81%AA%E3%81%AA%E3%81%9E%E3%82%8A/id389346381?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/kana-bimoji-japanease-master-for-iphone/id1102709353?mt=8
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Congratulations to the 39 students that represented Kaleen Primary at the Belconnen region Track & Field carnival 
held at the Institute of Sport on Tuesday 28 August. Whilst it was a fresh start for those athletes competing from 

8:30am in the first round of events, once the sun came out, it was a perfect day for running, throwing and jumping. 

 

The team members were magnificent ambassadors for our school. Their positive attitude and conduct throughout the 
day was outstanding. Encouragement and support of team mates was fantastic and sporting efforts on the track and 
in the field, were highly commendable. All team members worked cooperatively with team mangers & officials, giving 
their best efforts when competing, enjoying the opportunity to participate at a world class athletics venue. A big thank 
you to the parents & supporters, including Mr. Shaddock, who popped out to cheer on our team  – your encourage-
ment and support was valued and appreciated. Special thanks to intern Mr. Stewart who assisted throughout the day 

as a long jump official.  

 

Our team placed 5th overall, out of twenty-five (25) school teams, with the girls finishing 3rd and the boys finishing 6th. 

Outstanding achievement Track & Field team! 

The following Kaleen students placed in the top four (4) in their respective events. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Athlete Event Place 

Shanna T 5CG 8-10yrs Girls Shot Put 1st 

Joaz A 5CG 10yrs Boys 100m 1st 

  10yrs Boys 200m 1st 

Piper R 5CW 11yrs Girls Discus 1st 

  11yrs Girls Shot Put 2nd 

  11yrs Girls 200m 3rd 

  11yrs Girls Long Jump 4th 

Alexis C 5CW 11yrs Boys Discus 2nd 

Kehan G 6JS 11yrs Boys 800m 3rd 

Ava R 6LL 12yrs Girls Long Jump 4th 

Matt T 6KT 12yrs Boys Long Jump 2nd 

Wendy F 6JS 13yrs Girls 100m 1st 

  13yrs Girls 200m 1st 

  13yrs Girls Long Jump 2nd 
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The following Kaleen students have met the standards to qualify for the ACT 12&U Track and Field carnival to be 

held in mid-September. Well done on your performances and all the best for the ACT carnival.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done everyone! 

 

Nikki Van Huizen, Craig White 

(Team managers) 

Athlete Event 

Shanna T 5CG 8-10yrs Girls Shot Put 

Joaz A 5CG 10yrs Boys 100m 

  10yrs Boys 200m 

Piper R 5CW 11yrs Girls Discus 

  11yrs Girls Shot Put 

  11yrs Girls 200m 

  11yrs Girls Long Jump 

Alexis C 5CW 11yrs Boys Discus 

Kehan G 6JS 11yrs Boys 800m 

Ava R 6LL 12yrs Girls Long Jump 

Matt T 6KT 12yrs Boys Long Jump 

Sampurna – swimming achievement 

On the weekend of 18-19 August, Year 5 Kaleen Primary  

student Sampurna competed in a Development/Intermediate 

squad swimming competition at the AIS pool. She swam in four 

events; butterfly stroke, back stroke, freestyle and  

breaststroke. Sampurna is seen below with the two gold medals 

she won for her performances in her backstroke and  

breaststroke events. Well done Sampurna! 

If you would like to have your child’s achievements  

acknowledged here, please email a short blurb to  

mary-caitlin.cox@ed.act.edu.au.  

mailto:mary-caitlin.cox@ed.act.edu.au
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Thank you to all of the families who participated in the Book fair 
and Book Week activities. There were so many amazing costumes 
and smiling faces for the book week parade. For more photos, 
please see the Kaleen Primary School Facebook page.  

 

The Book Fair was a huge success! All of the book sales raised 
over $2,500 worth of rewards money that the school can spend 

throughout the year on new resources from Scholastic. 

 

This last week, as part of Literacy and Numeracy Week, we hosted two 
authors to deliver writers workshop sessions. Preschool and  
Kindergarten had the pleasure of listening to local author Angela Moyle 
talk about her books, what inspires her to write and encourage  
students to become authors themselves. She shared her stories and 

answered questions from curious students.  

 

The Great Book Swap was a 
huge success!! Thank you to 
everyone who kindly donated 
new and gently used books. 
There was a buzz of excitement 
in the hall on Wednesday 
(National Indigenous Literacy 
Day) as students browsed and 
purchased books and donated a 
gold coin. We raised over $380 
which will all be given to the  
Indigenous Literacy Foundation to    

purchase new books for rural communities. 

Years 1 to 6 students were filled with knowledge and laughter dur-
ing their author workshop sessions with Author and Illustrator Su-
san Berran. Susan shared real life stories, how she became an 
author, and tips and tricks for students to use in their own writing. 
Susan’s approach to engaging with children was to keep them 
laughing while learning. Her books can still be purchased until next  
Wednesday at a discounted rate from her website  
https://www.susanberran.com/. All purchases will be shipped to the 

school and delivered to classrooms at no extra charge. 

 

The Chief Minister’s Challenge is coming to a close. To complete 
the challenge you must have read and recorded 15 books, and 

submitted your form to the library by September 7.  

https://www.susanberran.com/
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School travel and safety survey  

Transport Canberra and City Services has engaged First 

Person Consulting to conduct research into parents’ atti-

tudes to their children's active travel to and from schools. 

Part of this is investigating the role that Crossing Supervi-

sors have in improving safety around schools, and the 

extent to which parent’s attitudes to children travelling 

actively change as a result. 

To complete the survey please click here. 

The survey should take about five minutes. The survey 
will not collect any identifiable information, and all  
responses will be kept confidential. 
 
Thank you in advance for your time in completing this 
survey. If you have any questions please contact the TCCS 
Schools Program. 

PARENT EFFECTIVENESS TRAINING 
(P.E.T)   

Supported by Parentline ACT 
 
Learn respectful communication skills for a peaceful, 
gentle approach to parenting, without the use of  
punishment or reward.  
 
For more information visit our Parent Skills website; 
join the Parent Skills Facebook community; and 
read  P.E.T. on a Page.  
 
The 24 hour course consists of three-hour sessions, 
once per week, for eight weeks.  Booking is essential. 
 Investment includes a workbook and textbook. 
  
Course begins: Thursday 25th October 2018 
(minimum number of participants required); Time: 
6.30 pm to 9.45 pm; Place: Weston, ACT. 
 
Enjoy P.E.T. with Larissa ,  accredited  
P.E. T. instructor.  info@parentskills.com.au 

http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/4535360/-School-Crossing-Supervisor-Survey-Control-Sept18
mailto:TCCS.Activetravel@act.gov.au
mailto:TCCS.Activetravel@act.gov.au
http://www.parentskills.com.au/blogs/larissa
https://www.facebook.com/parentskills/
http://www.parentskills.com.au/blog/pet-page-summary-skills-and-principles-parent-effectiveness-training-pet
mailto:info@parentskills.com.au

