
    

 

 

March 22—April 5 2018 

Issue 4 

Important Dates 

23 March Junior Assembly 

23 March National Ride to School 

  Day 

24 March Earth Hour 

27 March High School Info  

  Session 

29 March  to 

6 April  Yr 2 Aqua Safe 

30 March Good Friday 

31 March  Easter Saturday 

5 April  Term 1 Learning  

  Progress Statements 

6 April  Golden Letter and  

  Kaleen Spirit Assembly 

7 April  School Fete 

 

Notes Home 

Bookpack ordering instructions 

Earth Hour 

School Fete 

Fete Volunteering 

Fete wristbands 

 

Download the Skoolbag app on 

your smartphone to stay up to 

date with school events, notices, 

and important info. Search for 

‘Kaleen Primary’ on the App Store 

or Google Play.  

Ph: (02) 6142 1750  

www.kaleenps.act.edu.au  

KaleenPSAdmin@ed.act.edu.au 

KaleenPS.Absences@ed.act.edu.au 

P&C Vice President 

Ben Peters Jones 

Board Representatives 

Heather Rea 

Bruce Whitby 

Sophie Peterson  

0402 313 170 

Dear Kaleen Community, 
 

We have had the most amazing start to the school year; classes are now 
running like finely tuned machines. The teachers and students have been 
busy building positive relationships and developing strong work habits. 
Over the last two weeks we have celebrated the National Day of Action 
against Bullying (NDA) and Harmony Day. Kaleen Primary School says 
‘Bullying No Way’; check out the wonderful display in the foyer, where 
students have imagined a world free from bullying. The Bullying No Way 
website is a great place to find resources to support children and families 
in regards to bullying.  All students have participated in a range of  
activities to promote a positive and inclusive school culture. We have 
included some photos in this newsletter to showcase these fabulous 

days.  

Our Kaleen Primary School Fete is only two weeks away and we are all 
extremely excited. Please keep those donations coming in. All money 
from the fete will go directly to our P&C who provide the school with  
valuable resources and support our educational programs. So, we hope 
to see you, your friends and relatives on the Saturday 7 April from 10am 

to 2pm to celebrate everything that makes our school great! 

Kaleen Primary School has recently worked with the community to  
develop our school vision. This vision supports us to make strategic  
decisions and drives our long term and short term actions as a school. 
The first sentence of our vision states that we will work with “parents as 
partners in learning to ensure that all students succeed”. Research  
suggests that high levels of parental involvement and engagement in 
schools impacts significantly and positively on students’ social and  
academic outcomes. One of our Key Improvement Strategies highlighted 
in our Draft Strategic Plan is to develop a School Community  

Communication Strategy to better connect with all stakeholders. 

Mission 

To engage, equip and empower all children and young people to learn for life. 

Vision 

At Kaleen Primary School we are committed to working with parents as  
partners in learning to ensure that all students succeed. We are committed to the holistic 
development of every child - socially, emotionally, academically, culturally and physically. 
We build our student’s knowledge in cross-disciplinary, critical and creative thinking, and 
problem solving skills with the aim of developing our students as future focused 21st century 
learners. As a professional learning community, we work collaboratively to ensure all  
students achieve their learning potential and enjoy coming to school to learn, share,  

celebrate and have fun. 

http://www.kaleenps.act.edu.au/our_community/skoolbag_app
http://www.kaleenps.act.edu.au/
mailto:KaleenPSAdmin@ed.act.edu.au
mailto:KaleenPS.Absences@ed.act.edu.au
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/NationalDay
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/NationalDay
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There is no need to ‘teach’ your children, teachers focus 
on content, and you can assist by helping your child  
develop a sense of personal competence, encouraging 
persistence, showing them how to plan and manage 
their time, handle distractions, and ask for help when 

they need it. 

 

4. Reading with children 

Parents make a major difference by reading and talking 
about books and stories with their kids, in any language. 
Reading skills can be taught at school, and parents can 
help build a crucial foundation for successful literacy 
through conversation and reading together, which  
develops the motivation to read, a greater level of  
comprehension, and strong oral language skills. Please 
encourage your kids to visit the school/local libraries and 

take advantage of classroom books and home readers.  

 

Bye for now, 

Chris Shaddock 

Principal 

 

Learning Progress Statements 

Your child’s Learning Progress Statement will be sent 
home on Tuesday 3 April 2018.  This statement includes 
a progress update in the core learning areas of English 
and Mathematics and also provides you with information 
about your child’s self-awareness, self-management and 
social management at school.  If your child’s teacher 
has requested an interview, or you would like to meet 
with them, please contact the teacher directly via the 
email listed on at the bottom of the Learning Progress  
Statement.  If at any time throughout the year you would 
like to meet with your child’s teacher to discuss your 
child’s learning please email or contact the school on 

6142 1750.   

 

School Board 
I am very pleased to announce that Emma Snowden 
and Danielle O’Connor have been successful in their 
applications to join our School Board for the next two 
years. Emma will join current parent school board  
representatives, Heather Rae and Bruce Whitby, while 
Danielle will join Sarah Paterson as our teacher  
representatives.  The Board plays a very important role 

in the strategic direction and running of our school.   

 
Over the next few weeks, I will be discussing a range of 
initiatives aimed at increasing our communication with 
the community and your involvement in our school.  
Earlier this year, I asked for feedback on our school 
newsletter and I would like to thank staff and parents 
who contributed their ideas. This week I would like to 
invite you to provide feedback about what we could do to 
increase your involvement in our school.  Please discuss 
with School Board members, Parents and Citizens  
Committee, a school executive or forward your ideas via 
email: admin@kaleenps.act.edu.au. I look forward to 
hearing your ideas and any new initiatives the school can 

offer to keep you connected.  

 

Parent involvement that makes a difference to a child’s 
learning. Four key things that parents can do to support 
their child’s learning are outlined here . 

 

1. Having High Expectations 

The research shows undeniably, that high parental  
expectations have the greatest impact on student 
achievement. Studies looking at teacher's perception of 
the positive attitude parents have toward their child's 
education, teacher, and school, was significantly related 
to increased academic performance, measured by both a 
standardized achievement test and teacher ratings of the 
child's classroom academic performance. Further, parent 
involvement was significantly related to academic  
performance above and beyond the impact of the child's 
intelligence (IQ).  

 

2. Talking about school at home 

Studies have shown that parents talking to their kids 
about school and school activities at home, had a greater 
impact on learning than monitoring homework, being 
home after school or limiting screen time. 

 

3. Helping students develop a positive attitude and 
good work habits  

As students get older, the impact parents can have on 
their child’s academic achievement decline. Parents 
can’t teach their children everything they need to know 
(the same goes for schools), but the habits they  
encourage at an early age, have long-lasting benefits, 

through to high school. 

 

 

mailto:admin@kaleenps.act.edu.au
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Instrumental Music Program 
 
Congratulations to all the students who auditioned for the 
ACT Instrumental Music Program. The following students 
were successful in gaining a place in the band or choir.
  
Primary Concert Choir 

Primary Concert Band 

 

Ananth (5RL) and Arya (5TG) participated in the annual 
Pi recital competition at Dickson College on Thursday 15 
March. Ananth recited an amazing 131 digits, and will 
receive a ‘Pi gift’ as a prize. Arya was able to recite 177 
digits, earning second place in the primary schools  
category and being awarded a special Pi scarf. Great 

work Arya and Ananth!! 

 

Hannah 4RP 

Holly 4NV 

Sampurna 5CW 

Abbey 5RL 

Hongkai 6LL 

Jerald 5TG 

Annie 5RL 

Alexandra 6AW 

Rayan 4RP 

Elfin 4RP 

Nigama 5TG 

Alice 5CW 

Krishna 5TG 

Akky 6KT 

Matthew 6KT 

Ryan 6KT 

Hongkai 6LL 

Well done to Hunter (2LO) 
for his amazing achievement 
in chess. Hunter participated 
in the ACT Schools Chess 
Challenge and won a trophy 
for second place as an  
individual player. 

Are you the parent/carer of a child with a developmental delay or disability  
commencing preschool in 2019? 

Children who are four by April 30 2019 are eligible to attend an ACT Education Directorate preschool in 2019.  
Disability Education and the Support at Preschool program are holding an information session for parents/carers of 

children with developmental delay or disability who are eligible for preschool in 2019. 

Where: Hedley Beare, Centre for Teaching and Learning, Fremantle Drive, Stirling 

When: Tuesday 27 March 11.30am – 1pm 

The session will focus on: 

 The enrolment process 

 Preschool program options 

 Supporting preschool children with developmental delay and disability in  ACT Education Directorate  public 

schools 

To RSVP or find out more information please contact: 

Elizabeth Lea, Disability Education, Support at Preschool Program, 

 on 0434 668 694 or email SupportatPreschool@ed.act.edu.au 

Newsletter 

Recently, we asked for some feedback on our  

newsletter. Thank you to all those who contributed. 

Heroes’ Corner is a new regular addition as suggested 

by one of our community members. If you would like to 

have your child’s achievements acknowledged here, 

please email a short blurb to  

mary-caitlin.cox@ed.act.edu.au.  

mailto:SupportatPreschool@ed.act.edu.au
mailto:mary-caitlin.cox@ed.act.edu.au


 4  

 

 
 

 STEM and Sustainability at KPS 
 

This year at Kaleen Primary School, we have introduced a range of exciting new programs that focus on the key  

learning areas of STEM and Sustainability education. Students from K-6 will receive weekly intensive lessons from our 

specialist team Mrs Lowther, Mrs Chiles and Mr Shapowloff in a variety of STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, 

Maths) subjects. Identified as a priority within our 2018-2022 Strategic Plan, the embedding of STEM and  

Sustainability programs across the school aims to invest, improve and enrich student outcomes both now and in the 

future.  

Along with our current Green Team program and school events such as Earth Hour and Clean Up Australia Day, the 

team will also be offering many other new opportunities for students to further engage in these subjects throughout the 

year.  

 Having forged a new partnership with Questacon, Kaleen will be a trial school for the Engineering In Elementary 

(EIE) program, developed by the National Museum of Science in Boston. This program has been long estab-

lished overseas and aims to expand student understanding of the design and engineering process.  

 Students interested in programming will be given the opportunity to compete against others from around the 

world in the international DXC Coding competition. This requires students to work in teams to create and code a 

computer game using the Scratch program.  

 We are again entering a senior team into the Parliament of Youth on Sustainability, with the addition this year of 

a junior team also. Teams from schools across Canberra will devise and present possible solutions to common 

environmental problems in the format of a parliament and have the opportunity to discuss their ideas with politi-

cians from the A.C.T. Government.  

 Our STEM Night later in the year is shaping up to be bigger and better than ever and we will be asking for par-

ent helpers, so keep an eye out for more information to come.  

 Other possible initiatives such as renewing or re-envisaging the Kitchen Garden scheme, extending our recy-

cling protocols and the introduction of student entrepreneurship, are also in development and we are excited to 

explore where this new path will take us. 

If you are involved in the areas of STEM or Sustainability and have any ideas, time or resources to offer, please don’t 

hesitate to contact the team as we would love to hear from you.      

 

Caren Lowther, Mel Chiles and James Shapowloff  
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Japanese Program at KPS 

At Kaleen Primary School, every student learns Japanese. Preschoolers are given around 20 minutes of Japanese 

contact time per week, which is increased to 45 minutes at Junior School and up to 60 minutes at Senior School. 

In junior classes, the focus is to make learning Japanese fun, by singing songs, playing games, and reading tradition-

al Japanese stories to the children.  In senior classes, the emphasis is more on the structural learning of the lan-

guage based around topics that interest them. For instance, Years 3 and 4 are currently learning how to respond to a 

playground incidents where a child might be injured. They learn phrases such as “Are you OK?”, “I am injured”, “My 

knee hurts”, and “Let me have a look.”   

In Kindergarten, students begin the recognition of 46 Hiragana, the basic phonetic script of 46 sounds. This then ex-

pands into writing Hiragana from Year 2. In Years 5 and 6, students learn two other character sets, 46 Katakana and 

Kanji (Chinese characters).  

On the Japanese Day in Term 4, the students and teachers enjoy Japanese culture, celebrating in many ways, in-

cluding delicious Japanese food.  For those students who are interested in extending their skills in Japanese beyond 

the classroom, there is the ACT Japanese Speech Contest in Term 3 as well as the KPS Japanese Choir. The Choir 

meets twice a week for rehearsals, and has performed beautifully in big events such as Floriade and Canberra Nara 

Candle Festival.  Every year the school hosts a JTA (Japanese Teaching Assistant) from Kagoshima University, who 

works as a volunteer in all Japanese classes as well as with the Japanese Choir.  

Ms Mari Kitaska - Japanese (LOTE Teacher) 



 6  

 

さくらSakura(“Cherry Blossoms ”)!  

According to the calendar, the start of spring is 1 March 

in Japan. However, for the Japanese, spring really starts 

when the cherry blossoms start to bloom. The weather  

bureaus publish a map with ‘cherry blossom front lines” 

which indicate their predictions regarding the timing of the 

blooming of sakura.  As the Japanese archipelago 

stretches over 3000 kilometres from south to north, the 

timing of blooming varies widely, from January in the 

southern islands of Okinawa to mid-May in the northern 

island of Hokkaido. 

<Cherry Blossom Front Line - Month. Date> 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once cherry blossoms are out, friends and colleagues 

organise cherry blossom viewing parties under cherry 

trees. Some companies send their freshmen/women to a 

park with blooming cherry blossoms early in the day to 

spread a blue tarp to secure a good position for an office 

party.  Viewing cherries at night is also very romantic and 

beautiful.  There is in fact a noun for “cherry blossoms at 

night time (よざくら-yozakura). 

 

Japanese Songs Taught  At  KPS 

さくら Sakura (Cherry Blossoms) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jqpFjsMtCb0   

“Cherry Blossoms, Cherry Blossoms, 

In fields, mountains, and villages, 

As far as the eye can see, 

Is it mist or clouds? 

Fragrant in the morning sun 

Cherry Blossoms, Cherry Blossoms, 

Flowers in full bloom” 

 

Japanese Choir 2018!  

Mari Kitasaka  (Teacher of Japanese) 

 

Sakura     Sakura   (さくら さくら） 

No     yama       mo       Sato    mo （のやまもさとも） 

Miwatasu              kagiri （みわたすかぎり） 

Kasumi      ka       kumo      ka （かすみかくもか） 

Asahi        ni          niou  （あさひににおう） 

Sakura                  sakura （さくら さくら） 

Hana             zakari  （はなざかり） 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jqpFjsMtCb0
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Earth Hour is this coming weekend… 

Students in the Senior school, Mr Shapowloff and 

students across the Green Team have been  

preparing for this annual event for a number of 

weeks.  

 

On Friday, we will as a whole school turn off as 

many sources of power as practical for one hour, 

to show our commitment to our planet. 

On Saturday, Australians are invited to join in with the Earth Hour global  movement in turning the lights off for one 

hour at 8:30pm. If this is not practical with family commitments, observing Earth Hour at another more  

convenient time may be another option.  

Thank you for supporting this cause with us! 

Prepared by Koshon 1AP  and Jade 4DO  with the Green Team Coordinators 
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P&C Partner Page 

Support the businesses that support us 

Thank you to all of our contributors! 

Ray White Real Estate BELCONNEN 

Sebastian Gutierrez & Robyn Evans 

Shop 3, Corner Luxton and Josephson Street 
Belconnen, ACT 2617 

Mobile 0422 184 992 

Mechanical repairs from people you can trust  

Are you in the market to buy or sell a quality used car?  If so, come 
see Rob or Nick at Premier Auto Sales’. 

 Shaw Vineyard estate 

 Delta Force Paintball 

 Inflatable World 

 Questacon 

 Aquatots 

 Macdonalds North Canberra 

 Fish Co. 

 Capital Brewery 

 Dendy Cinemas 

 Fifth Lane Photography 

 AMF Bowling Belconnen 

 Taronga Zoo 

 George Harcourt Inn 

 Brumbies 

 The Ong family 

 Acacia Hair Kaleen 

 Abell’s Kopi Tiam 

 Embrace Orthodontists 

 Gungahlin Lakes 

 Captain Cook Cruises 

 Gold Creek Country Club 

 Bunnings Belconnen 

 Balloons Aloft 

 Yoga Head 

 Flight Simulator 

 Team Fitness 

 iPlay 

 Toast AV 

 National Gallery of Australia 

 Raiders 

 Flip Out 

 Kaleen Day & Night Pharmacy 

 Bakers Delight Dickson 

 Burbury Hotel Barton 

 Canberra Centre 

 Ainslie Cellars 

 The Saturday Paper  

 SOULution Yoga 

 The Summerhill Road winery 

 Kirralee Wines 

 Wimbaliri Wines 

 Foot & Thai Massage 

 CISAC Swim Centre 

 Scentsy– Natasha Worthy 

 Long Paddock 

 Tupperware 

 Partylite– Michelle 

 Kaleen Pizza & Snack 


