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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Tues 24 February P&C Annual General Meeting, 7pm
Fri 27 February Senior Assembly, 2:15pm
Mon 23-Fri 27 Feb Parent-Teacher Interviews
Wed 25-Fri 27 Feb Year 5 Camp, Borambola
Wed 4 March Laurie Daley Shield and Mal Meninga

Cup, Rugby League Years 3-6
Thurs 5 March Say NO to Racism launch, Yrs 5-6
Tues 10 March KPS Swimming Carnival
Thurs 12 March Harmony Day
Fri 13 March Questacon Science Show, Yrs 3-6
Mon 16 March Swimming lessons commence
Fri 27 March Belconnen Swimming Carnival
Tues 7 April KPS Cross Country Carnival
Fri 10 April Last day of Term 1

Whole school assembly, 2:15pm

As I move about the school speaking with staff,
parents and students I am very pleased to hear
that, for most students, the transition to their new
classes and teachers has gone very well.

I was also delighted when numbers in our Monday
community yoga sessions expanded to 18.
Sessions cater to all levels and abilities – no
experience required and a great way for new
parents to meet other community members.

Our last newsletter contained significant
information about how to support the effective
running of our school. Over the coming
newsletters I will be discussing a range of
initiatives aimed at increasing student leadership
and your involvement in our school. At Kaleen
Primary we are committed to our continuous
improvement and keeping you connected. This
week I would like to invite you to provide
feedback about our newsletter so please discuss
with School Board members, Parents and Citizens
Committee, a school executive or forward your
ideas via email admin@kaleenps.act.edu.au.

I look forward to your ideas and feedback about
how we can improve our newsletter and making
our school even better.

PARENT INFORMATION NIGHT

It was great to see so many parents at our parent
information sessions last Tuesday night. This was
an ideal opportunity to meet your child’s teacher
and learn about the way in which teaching units
will work for the year. Important information was
handed to attending parents including your child’s
class term overview and significant documents
that will require your attention to complete and
return as soon as possible. If you were not able to
attend these sessions, the documents should have
been sent home with your child on Wednesday.
Please ask your child or speak with their teacher
as soon as practical.

MEET THE TEACHER INTERVIEWS
(WEEK 4: 23 - 27 FEBRUARY)

Meet the Teacher interviews will be held from
Monday 23 to Friday 27 February. Year 5
interviews have already commenced to
accommodate for their absence while on camp. If
you are yet to make an appointment time to see
your child’s teacher, I encourage you to do so. We
are conscious of our families who have several
children at our school and have multiple options
available to accommodate interview times for
these families.

BEFORE SCHOOL SUPERVISION

Before school supervision begins at 8:45 am when
a school staff member commences playground
duty on the senior basketball courts. We
encourage students to have a calm and quiet start
to the morning and therefore do not permit playing
on the equipment, running or ball games before
school. When students arrive they are to wait in
the area where their class lines up each morning.
Teacher supervision is provided on the senior
basketball courts only.



LEARNING SESSION TIMES:

I would like to remind parents to have your
children to school on time and ready to start the
day. I understand that on occasions this is not
possible but every effort should be made to have
children at school on time to avoid disruption to
classroom processes.

Preschool

Commences at 8:45am and finishes at 2:45pm.

Kindergarten – Year 6

Session 1: 9:00am - 11:00am
Morning Break: 11:00am - 11:30am
Session 2: 11:30am - 1:00pm
Lunch Break: 1:00pm - 2:00pm
Session 3: 2:00pm - 3:00pm

If your child arrives late or needs to leave early
during the school day, parents and carers are
requested to go to the front office first. A member
of staff will then assist you to sign the Student
Sign In/Out Book which is located on the counter
at the office. A member of staff will then collect
your child from the classroom. If you are
returning your child to school after an
appointment, please accompany your child to the
front office and sign them in via the Student Sign
In/Out Book. This process ensures that the school
is aware of any adults who are on the premises at
any given time. Students who arrive late to school
will also receive a late slip that needs to be handed
to their class teacher and stored with the class roll
for reporting purposes. We thank you for your
cooperation in these matters.

STUDENT ATTENDANCE

As part of the ACT Education Act it is our
responsibility to ensure students attend school on
a regular basis. If your child is absent from school
please ensure that you inform the school as soon
as possible. There are a number of options
available including a phone call to the front office
on 6205 5888 or an email to either your child’s
teacher or the front office staff. You are also
welcome to send a letter with your child when
they return.

STUDENT INJURY - INSURANCE AND
AMBULANCE TRANSPORT

The ACT Education and Training Directorate does
not provide any insurance cover for injury, disease
or illness to students resulting from school
activities or school organised excursions. Claims
for compensation are met where there is a legal
liability to do so. Liability is not automatic and
depends on the circumstances in which any injury,
disease or illness was sustained.

As there is no automatic insurance cover for
personal injury if your child is injured at school or
during a school organised activity/excursion, you
should therefore consider whether taking out
personal insurance cover for your child is
warranted.

This insurance might cover contingencies
including medical/hospital expenses, ambulance
transport outside the ACT, and cancellation of
transport/accommodation or loss of/damage to
luggage. The ACT Ambulance Service provides
free ambulance transport for students who are
injured or suddenly become ill at school or during
an approved school organised activity within the
ACT.

WATER STATIONS

An easier way to refill your drink bottles courtesy of the
ACT Government

You may have noted that two new water refill
stations have been installed at our school courtesy
of the ACT Government healthy living initiatives.
Students from Kindergarten to Year 6 have
received water bottles to encourage them to drink
water daily and the refill stations are a great way
for students to stay happy and healthy.



WORKING WITH VULNERABLE PEOPLE
– VOLUNTEERS IN SCHOOLS

We will continue to implement a volunteers and
visitors sign in process at the front office. When
you visit or volunteer at school, please make sure
that you carefully check that you are signing into
the correct folder. For those who hold a Working
with Vulnerable People Card (WWVP), please
make sure you have this card on you and that your
number is recorded next to your signature. For
volunteers and visitors without this card, you will
need to sign into the non-registered folder. If you
are not volunteering in the classroom but only
visiting the school to participate in yoga, fitness
classes or helping cover library books but not
engaging with children, you are not required to
have a WWVP card and will need to sign into the
non-registered folder.

If you are a regular volunteer, that is volunteering
more than 4 times a month, you must have a
WWVP card. If you exceed these hours you are in
breach of the Working with Vulnerable People
(Background Checking) Act 2011 which
commenced on 8 November 2012. This also puts
the school at risk of breaching the Act and being
fined. We certainly appreciate all of our
volunteers and your support in this matter, to
ensure we are keeping all of our students safe, is
appreciated. If you have any questions around the
registration process, you can call the Office of
Regulatory Services on 6207 3000 or go online to
www.ors.act.gov.au. For more information, visit
www.ors.act.gov.au/community/working_with_vu
lnerable_people_wwvp.

STUDENT SAFETY: PARKING

I have been advised by parents of the continuing
risk to students’ safety created by illegal parking
around our school at pickup and drop-off times.
During peak times, roads around our school
become congested resulting in delays and parking
challenges. These actions place our students and
community at risk of injury. I write, once again, to
seek your cooperation regarding safety. I have
been advised by the ACT Police that they will be
conducting random patrols around our school with
a view to encouraging road safety. Our students’
safety is a priority for all of us so please slow
down and adhere to safe practices. I appreciate
your cooperation with keeping our students safe.

SCHOOL ASSEMBLY

Tomorrow, Friday 20 February, will be our first
school assembly for 2015. It will begin at
approximately 2:15pm and will involve students
from Kindergarten to Year 6. The focus for this
assembly is to formally acknowledge our new
School Captains, House Captains and Library
Monitors with their badges.

SCHOOL VALUES

Over the last two weeks, teachers and staff across
our school have been working with students to
establish safe and supportive learning
environments. At Kaleen Primary we strive to
work together cooperatively and staff use these
values as a way of reinforcing our shared
expectations for every child’s behaviour.

Could I ask all parents to take a moment and talk
through our school values with your child/ren.
These include:

Do your Best
Attitude is your choice
Make their day
Enjoy yourself
Be there

Please take the opportunity to articulate your
values and expectations about strategies that they
can use when situations arise that upset them.

Over the coming weeks, I will be updating you on
initiatives that will provide enrichment and
enhancement opportunities for our students. I look
forward to another great fortnight of learning at
Kaleen Primary.

Regards
Laurie Campbell – Principal



OUR SENSATIONAL STUDENTS

Oz Tag

Callum Duffy has been representing the ACT
team in OzTag in the NSW championships – his
team was undefeated in the competition but were
knocked out in the quarter finals. Great work
Callum!

Weet-Bix TRYathlon

Congratulations to the following Kaleen Primary
students who participated in the Weet-Bix
TRYathlon last Sunday: Isaac Belling, Ben Baker,
Lincoln Correia, Piper Rowntree, Annie Jakab,
Aden Garrido, Charli Lalor, Tessa Kashkarov, Sol
Mokany, Aidan Kirchner, Mikayla Thompson,
Aidan Belling, Hayden Barker, Xavier Correia,
Katie Jakab, Aimee Barker and Keishan
Thompson. Fantastic effort!

Canberra Cycling Club

Lauren, Sarah, Josh and Riley

On Wednesday 4 February, the Canberra Cycling
Club held their club championship race. Four (4)
students from Kaleen Primary competed in the
event. It was really fun, but the races were hard. I
(Sarah) came 1st in the junior girls and Lauren
Bates came 3rd. Josh Bates came 2nd in the junior
boys race and Riley raced really well and finished
with a smile.

Sarah Pettett 6T and Riley Pettett 4W

In 2015 we would like to feature more about our
students. Please send a note to the front office via
email admin@kaleenps.act.edu.au to let us know
about the things our amazing students get up to
outside of school!

PIPS IN KINDERGARTEN

During weeks 3 and 4, all Kindergarten students
will be completing PIPS (Performance Indicators
in Primary Schools) assessments. PIPS is a
computer program designed to assess the progress
of Kindergarten students in early literacy,
numeracy and phonological awareness. The
students are assessed in term one for an initial
assessment which provides valuable baseline data
to teachers and parents about individual students.
In early term four the students will complete the
final assessment. We are currently conducting our
initial assessments and will be using the data
provided to plan targeted teaching to support the
learning needs of all our Kindergarten students.
Your child will receive a report which provides
information about their learning and progress.

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you require
additional information about PIPS, or if you are
concerned about any aspect of your child’s
learning.

SWIMMING LESSONS - AIS SWIM
SCHOOL (Years Kindergarten –Year 2)

This term, in weeks 7 and 8 we will be
participating in swimming lessons at the AIS
Aquatic and Fitness Centre. The permission notes
were sent home to all Kindergarten, Year 1 and
Year 2 students last week and registrations have
now closed. Thank you for completing all the
forms so efficiently. Please check your children’s
bag for future notes and further information about
the program.

Michelle Northey - Executive Teacher

Archives after dark
FREE family fun during Enlighten
Friday 27 and Saturday 28 February

Friday 6 and Saturday 7 March
6–8pm (Archives open until 11pm)

Face painting | Balloon modelling | Model railways | Crafts

Drop in to the National Archives of Australia with
the kids for FREE family fun during Enlighten.

Find us on the fringe of the Parliamentary
Triangle, corner of Kings Avenue and Queen

Victoria Terrace.
naa.gov.au/visit-us/events/enlighten2015/



2015 ACT JUNIOR LIGHTNING CHESS
CHAMPIONSHIP

Lightning Chess is just what you think - it's chess
played at lightning speed! Each player has only 5
minutes on the clock to complete all moves. It
makes Lightning Chess fast, fun and not for the
faint-hearted!

When Sunday 22 February, 12:45pm.
Where Campbell High School Hall, Treloar

Crescent, Campbell
Who Children born on or after 1 January 1995
Cost $10 per child ($12.50 if not a current

ACTJCL member) Third and subsequent
children from one family are free.

Entries Email emma.guo@actjcl.org.au or
SMS/phone 0423 284 501 after hours
including your child’s name, date of
birth, current school year and school and
a contact telephone number where
parent(s) can be contacted on the
competition day. Please enter in advance.
Late entries will be accepted on the day if
space permits.

Find out more about this tournament and junior
chess in the ACT at www.actjcl.org.au/actjcl.

KIDVENTURE

Kidventure is a fun Christian club that runs during
lunch times at Kaleen Primary. Children have the
opportunity to learn more about the Christian faith
through art & craft, drama, music, stories and
games. Junior Kidventure (Kindergarten-Year 2)
runs on Mondays in the Kindy area and Senior
Kidventure (Years 3-6) runs on Thursdays in the
Year 6 unit. Kidventure is run by volunteers from
local churches who have had police, WWVP and
reference checks and work by Scripture Union's
Code of Conduct. Parental permission is required
for children to participate in this free program and
a new permission form must be completed each
calendar year.

If you would like your child to participate, please
pick up a permission form from the front office. If
you would like more information about the
Kidventure program, please contact Jen Rose on
0432 719 307 or Margaret McCreath on 0431 858
320.

THE BRAINWAVES CLUB

The Brainwaves Club is based on the philosophy
that highly able and gifted children have particular
needs for stimulation and challenge that match
their high level of curiosity and desire to learn. In
addition, children with specialized skills and
talents in advance of their age peers need both
affirmation of these abilities and opportunities for
talent development

These children also need opportunities to mix with
like-minded peers and to form rewarding
friendships that further foster their interests, social
skills and self-esteem. The need for a high level of
mental challenge and stimulation is sometimes not
fully appreciated with young children. They may
not show advancement in all areas.
G.A.T.E.WAYS clubs also seek to provide a
setting that promotes positive social interactions,
self-confidence and pleasure in learning. All
curriculum areas - science, maths, language,
technology, philosophy, creative arts and more are
offered. Clubs are designed to be challenging, but
most of all, fun. Detailed program outlines are
available at www.gateways.edu.au.

If you have any queries or for further information,
please contact me at school or by email
Robert.Maccioni@ed.act.edu.au.

Robert Maccioni – Deputy Principal



WRITING, EDITING, PUBLISHING …… KPS STYLE

Over the past week Year 4 students have been working on creating an information report. They have
studied the language features and structure and have been busy writing, editing and now publishing their

final copy. Ask them what they wrote about. It’s easy to get caught up in their enthusiasm.

Year 5 students have been working on persuasive texts and are busy creating high modality work. Don’t
know what that means? Ask a year 5 student. They are on top of it!

They have been busy working on converting low modality words to high modality. Look out parents you
may get a taste of a strong persuasive conversation this week!


